
2022 Shepherd of the Year: Patty Sanville

Each year, the Maryland Sheep Breeders 
Association (MSBA) recognizes an 

individual or couple for distinguished work 
within the industry, unique contributions 
to the organization itself, and dedication to 
volunteerism.

This year the committee (of previous Shepherds 
of the Year) chose Patty Sanville. They could not 
have chosen a more fitting representative—Patty 
embodies all of the qualities that warrant the 
title. 

She is a current MSBA board member and 
has been a director for multiple terms both 
with MSBA and the Frederick Sheep Breeders 
Association (FSBA).  Patty has been active in so 
many ways with both organizations.  She served 
as secretary for FSBA from 2011 to 2017, then in 
2018 became president, serving until 2021. FSBA 
expressed their regard for her volunteer service 
with the group’s Shepherd of the Year Award in 
2016.  

She currently holds an active and challenging 
executive position with the MSBA board. 
She also serves as Maryland’s Director to the 
American Sheep Industry Association (ASI), 
a position she took on in 2020.  She also was 
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appointed by ASI to serve on its Legislative 
Action Committee.  

Within MSBA, Patty is actively volunteering for 
additional duties above and beyond the board 
position, including on the Maryland Sheep and 
Wool Festival Committee, a new springtime 
Shepherds’ Market held on the Frederick 
Fairgrounds in April, and MSBA’s education 
committee.  To all of these positions she brings a 
positive voice and outlook.

Outside of ASI, FSBA, and MSBA, Patty chairs 
positions at the Great Frederick Fair such as 
being an ag educator and working in the fiber 
tent during fair time.  She is active in 4-H 
programs as well, as a 4-H Extension volunteer in 
multiple counties and states.  She is a University 
of Maryland Honorary Extension Agent and a 
4-H All Star! 

Patty and her husband bought their farm in 2009 
and she purchased her first sheep that same year. 

See Sanville, page 2

Merino sheep assemble to 
mark the end of a winter’s 
day. [Image by Martha 
Polkey]

Sustainable Cloth 
Challenge

Kumi Kayama models the 
”Hot Chocolate Sweater” 
made with Shepherd’s 
Hey Farm yarn, knit 
by Patricia Sanville for 
Ellen Letourneau. Read 
about the October 23 
Chesapeake Fibershed 
celebration of local fiber, 
local dyes, and local labor, 
on page 11. [Image by 
William Check]
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Registration for the 
Beginning Shearing 

School, February  3-4,  
is open through January 
5 for MSBA members. 

Contact Aaron Geiman, 
adgeiman75@gmail.

com.
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Sanville, continued from page 1

On October 15 and 16, AJ Hesketh-Tutton and Nancy Starkey provided sheepdog 
demonstrations at Carol McConaughy and Tom Barse’s lovely Stillpoint Farm near 
Mount Airy as part of the Frederick County’s Hay Days celebration. The goal of 
the demos is to show people how useful a trained sheepdog is for someone who has 
livestock to manage. Our thanks to Carol and Tom for inviting us to enlighten and 
entertain the spectators. [Image by Jeff White]    —Nancy Starkey

Patty’s love of sheep and fiber have led her to 
teaching and demonstrating fiber arts through 
the Maryland Alpaca Breeders, the Maryland 
Sheep & Wool Festival family tent, many 4-H 
clubs, the Frederick Fiber Festival, Rose Hill, 
the 4-H Camp Center, and many homeschool 
classrooms.  

All of these organizations have been better served 
since Patty began her journey as a shepherd.  
She fully embraces her love of this industry by 
representing it in so many places.  

MSBA represents a collective group of shepherds 
engaged in promoting the sheep and wool 
industry.  We are here to encourage, educate, and 
shepherd not only our sheep but also our fellow 
shepherds and the general public.  We rely solely 
on our volunteers, and Patty has been one of the 
great ones! She raises her hand, and then lends it 
wherever it is needed, in whatever way possible to 
make this organization the best it can be.  Patty 
exemplifies the meaning of what it means to be a 
true Shepherd!

Congratulations to Patty Sanville, MSBA’s 2022 
Shepherd of the Year!          —Colleen Histon

Hello fellow sheep and wool enthusiasts, 
depending on when you are reading this 

newsletter –I am hoping you had or will have 
Happy Holidays and a Happy and successful 
New Year.

We had our annual dinner and meeting on 
Thursday, October 13, at Dutch’s Daughter 
Restaurant. The event started with a 
reception and happy hour followed by a 
dinner buffet and dessert. Patty Sanville is 
our Shepherd or the Year—much deserved.  

We were honored to have Ollie King as 
guest speaker who (with his wife Megan and 
two darling daughters) presented the family’s 
remarkable story of becoming shepherds in 
America.  

We elected and welcomed new board 
members Amanda Cather, Laura Kefauver, Ken 
Farrell, and Nancy Starkey.  Amanda and Laura 
are first-timers; we welcome back Ken and Nancy.  

President’s 
Message

The night wrapped up with the ever-popular 
door prizes. I hope to see everyone next October.

As you know, the 2023 Maryland Sheep & Wool 
festival will be our fiftieth.  Rumor has it folks 
are working on anniversary celebration events 
that you will be sure to hear about soon. Stay 
tuned and check out the website sheepandwool.
org for updates.

Patty Sanville and I are planning to attend the 
ASI convention in Fort Worth this January.  
Patty is our ASI representative for Maryland. If 
you happen to be going let, us know, so we can 
get together at the convention.

Happy lambing!               —Jeff

The first Festival is announced to MSBA members 
in January 1974.

Jeff White

is President of MSBA.
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National news 
& views

Two Virginia professors have initiated 
a 3-year-long USDA-funded study on 

antimicrobial resistance in small ruminant 
agrosystems.

Patrick Pithua, associate professor of 
Epidemiology in the Department of Health 
Sciences at Virginia-Maryland College of 
Veterinary Medicine, and Eunice Ndegwa, 
assistant professor of Agriculture Research at 
Virginia State University, will lead the research. 

They will examine Virginia’s food systems to 
determine the number of sheep and goats raised 
and slaughtered in the Commonwealth infected 
with antimicrobial-resistant Campylobacter spp., 
Salmonella, and E. coli. The researchers will 
interview Virginia farmers and veterinarians 
about what they know about antimicrobial 
resistance, their views about it, and how they use 
antimicrobial medicines on the farm.

The project has profound public health 
implications, especially for immigrant 
populations, who consume the most sheep, 
lamb and goats in the United States, state the 
researchers. “Emergent diseases usually come 
from sectors of the population where scientists 
are not looking for those diseases,” said Pithua. 

“This is where microbes incubate, spill over into 
the human population and spread. With swine 
in the United States, there’s a lot of surveillance 
on detecting early images of resistant strains of 
bacteria, but the same isn’t being done in goats 
and sheep. I call those surveillance blind spots, 
where you’re missing an opportunity to detect a 
disease or an agent that could potentially turn 
out to be serious.”

The research will begin with surveys focusing on 
the knowledge base of farmers. 

“We want to know what small ruminant farmers 
know about antimicrobial resistance because 
they are a key part of mitigating it. Do they 
understand that antimicrobial resistance is a 
problem? Do they know what to do to minimize 
the problem? What kind of antimicrobials do 
they use to treat conditions on their farms? We 
want to get that preliminary knowledge because 
then we can design extension and education 
programs that target where there is a knowledge 
gap on the farmers’ side. We can help them 
employ practices that minimize the emergence 
of antimicrobial resistance on their farms, 
and this is really important for antimicrobial 
stewardship.”

“My long-term goal is to empower small 
ruminant producers by giving them the tools to 
address animal health challenges economically 
and sustainably.”

In addition to being a public health 
concern, emerging diseases from microbes 
resistant to antibiotics can also be 
economically devastating. Pithua said, 
“There’s a huge economic downturn 
with a foodborne disease outbreak. This 
research is important because food safety 
has implications beyond public health.”

This article is excerpted from a September 8 press release 
from the Maryland-Virginia School of Veterinary Medicine.  
https://vetmed.vt.edu/news/featured-stories/antimicrobial-
resistance-in-small-ruminant-agrosystems.html

Study to assess 
antimicrobial
resistance in 
small ruminants

Remaining over-the-counter antibiotics 

will be off the shelves in June 2023

Effective June 2023, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is 
requiring that producers have veterinary oversight in obtaining commonly 
used antimicrobials that you now can purchase at the feed store and online. 

By June, in order to purchase any of these drugs, you will need a veterinary 
prescription. 

This change, in the works for years, is to reduce overuse of antibiotics to 
prevent more widespread resistance to them, to preserve their effectiveness 
for both humans and animals. Veterinary oversight will help ensure that 
producers are using these drugs in a judicious and appropriate manner. 

And in order to get that prescription, you will need to have an established 
veterinary client patient relationship (VCPR). The FDA advises that you 
ask your vet for answers to the following questions, as you prepare for the 
transition:

• What do we need to do to establish and maintain a VCPR? This may 
include an annual vet visit. 

• What should my treatment records include? Knowing 
what information you should record and how will facilitate 
diagnosis and treatment.

• What illnesses and conditions should we establish 
a protocol for? This preparation will ensure that you 
have the antibiotics to take swift action on your own, and 
recognize when you need to involve your vet.

• How can I improve antibiotic stewardship on my 
operation? The veterinarian’s knowledge of your farm 
and management will help you establish a preventive and 
proactive approach to maintaining flock health.

• How will I get a prescription for an antibiotic? This is 
perhaps the first question shepherds want the answer to, 
as they prepare for the change.

Having this discussion will allow your veterinarian to know 
you and be familiar with your operation, including how your 
stock is fed, raised and handled. That understanding will 
allow your veterinarian to properly diagnose and prescribe 
the appropriate drugs in the event that you need them. It 
also means that the vet can provide you with a prescription 
without physically seeing the animal. Hourglass image courtesy 

TNS Sofres via flickr.
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Stakeholder input for Frederick 
County ag facility study continues

Stakeholder interviews are still underway in the 
first phase of the Frederick County feasibility 
study for an agriculture innovation center that 
would include processing facilities for regional 
agricultural products.

Following conclusion of these surveys, the 
second phase of the study—recommendations 
for the best facilities to boost local agriculture, 
and a broad business plan—will commence. 
The final phase will consist of a more detailed 
business plan and include three potential sites 
for the facilities.

If you are a stakeholder interested in engaging 
in an interview, contact Katie Stevens, Director 
of Workforce Development and Agriculture 
Business in the Frederick County Office of 
Economic Development, at 301-600-3037.

A group of local governments and 
organizations in the agriculture and food 

industries is seeking federal funding to launch a 
regional food business center within Mid-Atlantic 
region. The funds would come from the $400 
million allocated by the Biden Administration for 
six such centers across the country.

The group, which includes the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments, Farm 
Bureau organizations, regional universities, and 
environmental organizations, is working with 
the D.C.-based consulting firm The Food Works 
Group submit to U.S. Department of Agriculture 

a grant application by the end of the year.

“The USDA Regional Food Business Centers 
will decrease barriers and improve supply 
chain linkages for producers, processors, 

and distributors, and strengthen regional food 
systems networks and partnerships in response to 
hardships and vulnerabilities exposed by recent 
national emergencies, particularly the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Jenny Lester Moffitt, USDA 
undersecretary for marketing and regulatory 
programs, in a statement.

Groups applying for funding must focus their 
application on a specific region and identify high-
need areas a business center would serve. Wendy 
Stuart, Food Works Group founder, stated that 
the center likely would be centered within the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed.

She told the Delmarva Farmer in an October 
interview that the center could be one facility, 
several, or even a well-designed network of 
existing organizations. The purpose is strengthen 
the regional food system following the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which exposed flaws in 

Coalition 
seeks 

funding 
for food 
business 

center

food systems across the country as supply chains 
sputtered and grocery store shelves emptied.

“You couldn’t get pork from Iowa, but you could 
get it from down the block in Virginia,” Stuart 
said. “This [project] is the North Star. There are 
a lot of great organizations and food businesses 
doing really visionary work to support local food, 
local farmers.”

The business centers are meant to provide 
coordination, technical assistance, and space 
to help small and midsized farmers, ranchers 
and other businesses enter new markets while 
navigating local, state and federal regulatory 
hurdles that can prevent smaller farms and food 
businesses from thriving.

This article was excerpted from an October 21, 2022, article 
by Jonathon Cribbs in the Delmarva Farmer.

The American Forage and Grassland Coun-
cil’s Annual meeting, January 8-11, in 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina, includes many 
workshops and presentations that small-ruminant 
graziers may find valuable. January 9 is Producer 
Day, with a 2-hour workshop focusing 
on small ruminants and multispecies 
grazing: 

• The Opportunity of Adding Sheep/
Goats to Beef Cattle Operations

• The Role Horses Can Play in Im-
proving Grazing Systems

• Building a Sustainable Multispecies 
Grazing System 

• Regenerative Sheep Grazing in Western North 
Carolina

• Grazing Management for Sheep in Large Scale 
Solar Farms

Monday afternoon workshops are “Manag-
ing Pasture for Diversity and Production” and 

“Pasture and Hay Establishment – A 
Roadmap to Success.” There is a forage 
spokesman oral competition, 20 poster 
presentations describing forage research 
conducted across the nation, and ven-
dor exhibits. 

The complete schedule is at https://
www.afgc.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2023_AnnualMtgAgendaOut-
line-1.pdf. Producer Day only registra-

tion fee is $145. Register at https://www.afgc.org/
annual-conference.

January 
forage 

conference 
will feed 

grazier 
knowledge
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Late-season 
forage 
strategies: 
Brassicas 
for sheep

On November 15 a hardy group of graziers 
gathered on a cold, wet day on at Shamoka 

Run Farm near Mount Sidney, Virginia, to learn 
about grazing systems incorporating cool- and 
warm-season annuals, as an equally hardy flock 
of lactating Polypay ewes, their new lambs, a few 
spring lambs, and replacement ewes totalling 
about 200 eagerly grazed a 7-acre paddock of 
turnips. 

The presentation, “Extending the Sheep Grazing 
Season with Brassicas,” was sponsored by the 
Virginia Forage and Grassland Council, Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, and the area Soil and 
Water Conservation District.

Leo and Judy Tammi rotate the flock through 
14 paddocks, ranging from 1 to 14 acres in size, 
on the 73-acre farm. Two of the larger paddocks 
are dedicated to warm-season (millet) and cool-
season (turnips) annuals. In three other paddocks 
are warm-season native perennial grasses, with 
cool-season grass/legume stands on the other 
plots. Another 100 ewes that will lamb in April 
are wintering on another farm.

A 35-foot buffer boundary around the farm 
containing wildflowers and native grasses 
provides a wildlife corridor. The land at the 
southern portion of the farm is the site of a 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
project (administered by the Farm Service 
Agency), where 3,000 newly planted trees provide 
a riparian buffer around the creek.

The purple-top turnip seed was seeded (via drill) 
on August 19; grazing commenced on November 
15. The ewes received grain supplementation in 
the last portion of gestation, but after lambing 
the ewes transitioned to forage only, on the 
nutrient-rich brassicas, supplemented with 
adjacent stockpiled cool-season grass pasture. 

“Because the turnips do not provide enough fiber 
for a functioning rumen, they need grass,” Leo 
explained. “The sheep are self-regulating their 
fiber intake.” The flock spends about an hour in 
the stockpiled grass pasture every morning, Leo 
says, “and then they move into the turnip field.” 

Augusta County Cooperative Extension livestock 
agent John Benner presented test results run on 
samples of the turnip crop, showing that the 
forage more than meets the nutrient needs of the 
lactating ewes (Table 1). 

Production and weather conditions permitting, 
Tammi says he can rotate sheep out of the turnip 
paddocks when most forage tops have been eaten, 
but the crowns remain (from which new leaves 
will sprout), and then after some regrowth rotate 
them back in to eat down to and consume the 
turnips themselves. 

Tammi also has seeded turnips with orchardgrass 
and clover as part of a pasture renovation, but 
with a droughty year, the young perennials were 
too fragile to safely graze, and he subsequently 
harvested the turnips by hand to feed to the 
sheep.

Cost calculations for establishment of the 
turnip crop are shown in Table 2. 

The cost of feeding the lactating ewe flock hay 
alone would be $60/day, and so the breakeven 

ManagementManagement
Image by Barbara  Klein, 

of Nancy Cox Starkey’s Kep

CP% TDN%

Turnips 18.0 68.0
176-lb ewe* 14.5 65.1
198-lb ewe* 14.1 66.7
66-lb lamb 14.5 72.4
110-lb lamb 10.9 77.1

Table 1. Crude 
protein/total digestible 
nutrient levels and 
requirements

*First 6-8 weeks lactation, ewes 
suckling twins.

Input Cost ($)

Turnip seed ($5.80/
lb, 4.5 lb/acre, 7 
acres

182

Drill rental 100
Labor ($15/hr x 
6 hr) 90

Total 372

Table 2. Costs 
of establishment
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point for the turnip paddock would be 6.2 days 
of grazing ($372/$60). Tammi reported later that 
after two weeks of grazing, the flock ate the tops 
and had begun to eat the turnip bulbs (see image 
at right). Three weeks after the demonstration, 
Tammi said the sheep were still grazing the 
turnip and grass pastures, and he then let them 
consume the entire turnip crop. 

Because the sheep are harvesting the forage 
themselves (rather than it being harvested and 
brought to them), labor is saved. And because of 
the high moisture content of the turnip forage 
and root, water needs are much reduced. “In 
situations where providing livestock water is a 
challenge, this crop eliminates a major pain in 
the butt,” Tammi says. “This flock has consumed 
less than 100 gallons of water.”

Alston Horn, field technician and restoration 
specialists with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 
had set up polywire to demonstrate strip grazing 
of the turnip field, but before participants strolled 
over to the paddock, the flock had decided that 
day (with momentary lack of supervision) that 
they weren’t having it, and were spread out on 
the plot and the adjacent grass pasture. (This 
provided an opportunity for some participants 
to grouse about electrified fence frustrations, 
with Horn and other participants then offering 
practical suggestions on how to achieve success.) 
Rotational or strip grazing practices are generally 
best, to limit trampling and allow the brassicas 
time to regrow.

Among questions asked by attendees were 
whether insect pests (e.g., cabbage moths that 
plague vegetable garden brassicas) were a problem 

with forage brassicas (no; the insects’ life cycles 
are out of sync with end-of summer plantings), 
and if the high levels of sulfur in turnips caused 
any issues (sulfur levels in late fall are lower).

“My experience is that sheep simply will not 
eat turnips in warm weather,” Tammi says. “I 
understand that there are forage varieties of 
turnips that have been selected to produce lower 
levels of sulfur in warm weather. I haven’t tried 
them.”

Assessing winter forage supply

A second part of the presentation was the use of 
an online tool to assess, track, and evaluate fall 
forage inventory, allowing producers to efficiently 
plan fall and winter grazing as well as forecast 
when harvested feeds and hay feeding will begin. 
An inventory may be conducted as growth begins 
to slow and forages begin to go dormant.

The University of Missouri’s online “grazing 
wedge” (https://grazingwedge.missouri.edu/) is 
the tool. It provides a graphical representation 
of the quantity of forage dry matter available 
per acre at a single point in time. When used 
over time, it calculates pasture growth rates and 
cumulative forage production in the grazing 
system. The grazing wedge enables producers to 
make forage management decisions that align to 
their production goals.

Producers set up an account (which is free), draw 
their operations on a map, set up individual 
fields, and enter type of forage and forage mass 
estimates.  Measurements can be collected using 
a grazing stick, with the dry matter yield formula 
used for the estimate (density lbs/acre inch x 
height in inches). Five to 10 readings throughout 
the pasture should be sufficient for a reasonable 
estimate.

The application converts the data into tables 
and graphics, color-coding pastures that are 

Figure 1. An MU grazing 
wedge display for Shamoka 
Run’s paddocks showing the 

ample forage available in 
the turnip field.

Management 

The turnips, after two weeks of grazing. [Image by 
Leo Tammi]
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too mature, within the grazing target, and 
overgrazed, with a “target cover line” showing the 
amount of forage that should remain ungrazed in 
order to meet pasture management goals. Figure 
1 shows the report for the farm just before the 
paddock was opened to the flock. 

For Shamoka Run, grazing wedge showed 
that the estimated forage remaining in the five 
paddocks assessed was 67,063.68 lbs. With an 

 Managementaverage daily flock intake of 1,200 lbs, and an 
estimated 50% harvest efficiency, 27 days of 
grazing were remaining on the farm before hay 
would be needed to provide the majority of dry 
matter needs for the flock. This is of course an 
estimate—there are many variables that could 
impact the actual remaining grazing days.

—Martha Polkey

Forage brassicas are annuals that can be used as pasture 
during the spring, summer, and fall grazing seasons. They 
include varieties of rapeseed (rape), radish, turnip, swede, 
kale, and hybrids. They are quick maturing and can be grazed 
60 to 120 days after planting, depending on species. They are 
able to produce up to 4 tons of dry matter/acre, and varieties 
of turnip, radish, and swede produce a highly palatable and 
nutritious tap-root that can be grazed during the last rotation of 
the season.

Brassicas contain a high crude protein (CP) concentration 
(20–25%), net energy of metabolism (NEM) 0.65–0.80 Mcal/lb, 
and total digestible nutrient (TDN) concentrations (65–70%). In 
dairy cattle, a mixture of turnip and forage sorghum was shown 
to increase milk yield, milk solids, and protein in cattle during 
summer compared with sorghum alone; however, a reduction 
in milk fat was seen. Brassicas have also been reported to 
increase daily gain of beef cattle and sheep compared with 
other cool-season forages. 

Besides being a high-quality feedstuff, brassicas also have 
multiple environmental benefits. Long-rooted tillage radish 
has been used for many years in no-till systems as a method 
to alleviate soil compaction. Brassicas are also useful in 
remediating soils high in phosphorus, by taking up P and 
incorporating it into their plant tissues. Furthermore, there is 
evidence that a plant metabolite in brassicas (glucosinolate) 
can reduce enteric methane emissions from ruminants 
consuming brassicas or brassica byproducts (e.g., canola 
meal). This results in a decrease in the environmental impact 
of animals, and increase animal production efficiency.

Forage brassicas are most commonly grazed. They can also 
be stockpiled, ensiled, or fed as greenchop. Successful grazing 
management can be accomplished through strip or rotational 
grazing. Once forage has reached about 14 inches, animals 
can begin to graze. This can vary depending on species and 
variety used. If multiple grazings are desired, forage should 
not be grazed below a height of 6 – 8 inches. The root-bulb of 
turnip, radish, and swede can be grazed during the last grazing 
rotation of the season. 

The diets of livestock with high production/growth rates (e.g., 
lactating sheep and growing lambs) can be fed up to 50% 
brassicas. In other classes of livestock (e.g., non-lactating 
ewes and sheep on maintenance rations), brassicas should be 
treated as a supplemental feed due to the high energy content 
of the forage, and grazing should be limited to only a few 
hours/day. 

Brassicas are an acquired taste and an adaptation 
period may be required for some animals. This can be 

achieved by giving access to low-quality hay, allowing access 
to perennial pastures, or planting brassicas as a mixture 
with other forages. Alternatively, animals experienced with 
brassicas can be used to train naïve animals to graze both the 
leaves and the root-bulb of plants. Brassicas are an excellent 
forage for cattle, sheep, goats, swine, and poultry. Equine 
species should not be fed brassicas due to concerns with 
toxicity. 

A trace mineral that includes copper and iodine should be 
fed to livestock to prevent possible deficiencies, and small 
ruminants tend to be more susceptible to these mineral 
deficiencies than cattle. Sheep copper requirements are lower 
than that of other ruminants, thus supplementation of sheep 
should be done with care, especially if co-grazing multiple 
species. 

Nitrate poisoning and bloat have been reported in ruminants 
consuming pure brassicas pastures. This can be avoided by 
planting brassicas in a mixture with other forage species or 
only allowing limited access to brassica pastures. 

Due to off-flavor, a withdrawal period of 4 hours prior to milking 
and 7 days prior to slaughter is suggested; the withdrawal time 
will decrease as brassicas decrease as a percent of the total 
animal diet. 

Sources

L. Dillard. 2016. “Incorporating Forage Brassicas into a Grazing 
System.” USDA-ARS Pasture System sand Watershed 
Management Research Unit: University Park, Penn. Accessed 
at https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/2016/07/incorporating-forage-
brassicas-into-a-grazing-system.  

“Eight Things to Know About Using Brassicas for Forage.”2021. Go 
Seed Inc.: Salem, Ore. Accessed at https://goseed.com/8-things-
to-know-brassicas-for-
forage.

Brassica varieties 
inclcude (right, then 
bottom right to left) 

forage and purpletop 
turnips, rape, daikon 
radish, swedes, and  

kale.

Brassicas for high-quality forage and environmental benefits
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Matt Booher is Extension 
Agent, Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Crop 

& Soil Sciences for 
Rockingham, Augusta, 
Rockbridge, Bath, and 

Highland counties in 
Virginia. 

I’ve been receiving a few questions about the 
forage quality of tall fescue this time of year: 

Here are some thoughts to help get at some 
answers.

What is its nutritional quality? A lot of forage 
testing has been done on stockpiled fescue 
pasture in Virginia. Crude protein (CP) values in 
November and December are typically around 
13%+; energy values range around 65-70% total 
digestible nutrients (TDN). This will meet or 
exceed the needs of most classes of livestock.

How quickly does forage quality decline over 
winter? Stockpiled fescue will lose some of its 
quality if left to sit over the winter months, but 
in most cases it will still 
test out at around 12% 
CP and 60% TDN in 
January. Limited testing 
done on stockpiled 
fescue remaining in 
March still showed 
an average quality of 
11% crude protein and 
57% total digestible 
nutrients.

When does fescue 
toxicity decline? It varies 
of course, but the graph 
at right was developed 
across five growing 

seasons in Kentucky. It shows that, on average, 
toxin concentration peaked in early October and 
dropped significantly by early December.

When does the sugar content rise? Photosynthetic 
sugars begin to accumulate in fescue foliage 
as summer gives way to fall and daytime 
temperatures drop into the 70s. As temperatures 
drop further the process continues, since 
photosynthesis remains high while growth and 
sugar usage slow. Several hard freezes stress the 
plant and cause further sugar accumulation. 
Livestock are able to detect and prefer this high-
sugar pasture.

Fall forage 
quality of 

fescue 
pasture

Management 

Weed in the 
feed: Studies 

examine hemp 
as a ration

American hemp growers have struggled to 
find an outlet for the roughly 24,000 tons 

of organic matter leftover once cannabinoid 
compounds like CBD are extracted from 
cannabis sativa, the plant that produces divergent 

levels of THC depending on the cultivar.

Currently, hemp cannot legally be fed to 
livestock; recent research in Germany and the 
United States is seeking to evaluate the safety 
and effects of feeding hemp byproducts to 
ruminants.

In studies done at Kansas State University, 
THC showed up in the plasma of hemp-fed 
cattle, but researchers there also discovered that 
the animals were notably more relaxed, according 
to biomarkers that indicate stress levels. A 
German study, which recorded lower heart and 
respiratory rates in cows that consumed high 
levels of THC, the animals also spent more time 
lying down alongside their barn mates.

Researchers at Oregon State University who 
fed hemp to sheep found small amounts of 

THC in the animal’s muscle and fat, but the 
chemical vanished several weeks after the hemp 
was removed from their diet. Serkan Ates, an 
associate professor at Oregon State’s College of 
Agricultural Sciences, said the studies done with 
sheep and dairy cows had convinced him that 
there are few downsides to introducing hemp 
into their diets, especially given the soaring cost 
of conventional feed. 

“The nutritional value of hemp is really high 
but most of it is ending up in a landfill or being 
composted,” he said.

The German study provides both hope for 
growers and reasons for caution. Researchers 
discovered that the naturally occurring but 
limited levels of THC in most industrial hemp 
had no effect on the 10 cows in the experiment. 
But when they fed the animals flower buds and 
leaves—parts of the hemp plant that contain 
higher concentrations of the THC—researchers 
found that the cows ate less and that milk 
production dropped significantly.

This article is extracted from a 
November 16, 2022, article in 
the New York Times, “Hemp-

Fed Cows Get Buzzed, Study 
Finds, but Will Humans Who 

Drink Their Milk?” https://
www.nytimes.com/2022/11/16/

science/cows-hemp-thc.html, 
and the papers cited therein.
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Every shepherd knows that vaccines and some 
antibiotics need to be stored in a refrigerator. 

But what about all of the other medicines and 
treatments for your flock? Are they stored at the 
right temperature? Have you recently checked all 
the labels for expiry dates? Inappropriately stored 
medications may degrade and be ineffective when 
you need them most. 

Here are guidelines for preserving a farm 
pharmacopoeia, and a table (on p. 10) of storage 
requirements for common ruminant medications.

Temperature. Storage at too high or too low 
temperatures can degrade medicines—high 
temparatures causing chemical decomposition, 
shortening the shelf life of the product, and low 
temperatures resulting in viscous solutions, which 
affects product absorption.

Temperature is especially important for vaccines. 
Either freezing or too-high temperatures over 
time will result in vaccines becoming inactive. 

Some product labels describe ideal storage 
temperature ranges but also include a wider 
temperature range for “excursions”—such as 
when bottles or syringes of medications are 
removed for transport or use in the field for 
limited periods.

Effects of chemicals and mixing. When 
some drugs are mixed together, they can 
have altered activity or potency. Hence, it 
is extremely important to always use clean 
syringes and dispensers without chemical 
residues. Contamination can occur if needles 
(and syringes) used in one drug are used to 
extract another drug, or needles are reinserted 
into the bottle after injection into an animal. 
Leaving a needle in the drug bottle can cause 
contamination or oxidation of the bottled drug.

Light. Many livestock medicine products are 
light-sensitive. In certain products, light exposure 
can cause color change and/or decomposition 
of the product, leading to a loss of effectiveness. 
Read the label! Light-sensitive products, such 
as tetracycline antimicrobials, will typically be 
packaged in brown glass bottles or protective 
cartons to shield from the light. Store them in a 
dark place to increase protection.

Expiry dates. Expiry dates, found on the 
label, container, or box the product came in, 
provide assurance that the product is effective 
up until that date; however, if the product is 
improperly stored, the shelf life and potency are 
questionable. Verify expiry dates on products 
before purchasing, and be aware of sellers who 
place UPC labels over expiry dates. If you are 
faced with an expired drug and a seriously ill 
animal, contact your vet for advice—some 

recently expired 
drugs may still 
have some efficacy.

Fire Precautions. 
Some products 
contain 
components that 
may present a 
risk of fire or 
explosion. Follow 
instructions on the 
label to the reduce 
risk of injury, and 

Properly storing 
& handling    
  livestock

 medications

 Management

ensure that a fire extinguisher is nearby 
and accessible. Products in aerosol 
form (e.g., Alushield, Foot Master) fall 
into this category.

Ventilation. Specific products (e.g., 
permethrin sprays) will have warnings 
on their labels such as “use only in 
well-ventilated areas or outdoors” and 
“close the container when not in use.” 
These agents may be unsafe to inhale. 
It is important to have adequate ventilation in 
place where these products are stored, and if 
indicated use a mask when using.

Drug storage units. In the location where 
drugs are stored, it is important to consider 
the product’s sensitivity to light, temperature, 
moisture, need for fire security, and adequate 
ventilation. Multiple storage units may be 
necessary to not only meet the product demands 
for storage, but also allow for the systematic 
organization of the medicine to reduce the risk 
of treatment errors. For example, on a sheep 
dairy farm, some products used in lambs are not 
on-label for lactating dairy sheep, and having the 
products in different locations will reduce the 
risk of inappropriate treatment.

It is also important to ensure that the storage 
location is clean, dry, lockable, and inaccessible 
to children, animals, and insects.

Transportation. Ensure that appropriate storage 
conditions are met when products are being 
transported, from store to farm and from farm 
to animal. Some medications have ideal storage 
conditions, but research indicates acceptable 
temperature ranges for transporting medications 
throughout the year. (In summer, you may want 
to surround vaccines with a cold-pack in a cooler 
as you move through the flock.)

Disposal. Safe disposal of livestock treatments 
helps protect humans, animals, and the 
environment. Regulations vary by municipality; 
contact your veterinarian to determine the 
appropriate method for disposal.   
         

Sources: Farm Safety 
Association, Inc., https://
nasdonline.org/1665/
d001555/proper-storage-
of-veterinary-medicines.
html, and Farmed Animal 
Antimicrobial Stewardship, 
https://www.amstewardship.
ca/faast-reviews/livestock-
medicines/storage-and-
handling-of-livestock-
medicines/.
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Chemicals such as pyrethrins and dewormers 
should be disposed of like any other pesticide. 
Biomedical waste includes unused vaccines and 
used sharps (e.g., needles and scapel blades); use 
sturdy and puncture proof containers for sharps, 
and clearly label them before disposal.  

Many veterinarians and manufacturers will 
accept returns of products at the location of 
purchase. In some municipalities, medicines can 
be disposed of on special household hazardous 
waste days.            —Martha Polkey

Treatment type Medication Manufacturer Min. temp. ideal storage
Max. 
temp. Exp. date

Anthelmintic Levamisole Bimeda 20 C/68 F 25 C/77 F yes

Anthelmintic Cydectin Virbac
At or below 25 C/77 F, 
keep from light

25 C/77 F yes

Anthelmintic Valbazen Zoetis 20 C/68 F 25 C/77 F yes

Antibacterial Betadine solution Avrio Health L.P 15 C/59 F 77 F ideal 30 C/86 F yes

Antibiotic Spectoguard Bimeda 25 C/77 F yes

Antibiotic LA-200 (oxytetracycline Zoetis 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F yes

Antibiotic Zactran Merial  Below 25 C/77 F 30 C/86 F yes

Antibiotic Bio-Mycin
Boehringer 
Ingelheim

15 C/59 F 25 C/77 F yes

Antibiotic Excenel Zoetis 20 C/68 F 25 C/77 F yes

Antibiotic Opthalmic ointment
Akorn Animal 
Health

20 C/68 F 25 C/77 F yes

Antiseptic Triodine-7 Durvet 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F yes

Bloat Bloat treatment Durvet 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F yes

Breeding CIDR Zoetis 20 C/68 F 25 C/77 F yes

Flystrike Catron IV Bayer 0 C/32 F none found

Hoof care Footmaster with violet Net-Tex 50 C none found

Hoof care SheepPro Zinc suspension SSI Corp.
Keep away from incom-
patible materials

Hoof care Thrush Buster
Trans World 
Equine Research

0 C/32 F none found

Hoof care Thrush Relief (Coppertox) Farnam 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F yes

Lamb care CL Ewe Replacer Cuprem 24 C/76 F yes

Lamb care
Lamb & Kid Clostrum 
Replacer

Sav-A-lam
Cool dry place; freezing 
powder extends life

yes

Lamb care Lamb Milk Replacer Land O Lakes
Cool dry place; freezing 
powder extends life

Obstetrical Uterine bolus Durvet Cool dry place yes

Pain relief Prevail (Banamine) Vet One 2 C/36 F 30 C/86 F yes

Parasites, 
external

Permethrin 10% Durvet Keep from extremes none found

Supportive care Red Cell Farnam
Cool dry place; keep 
from freezing

none found

Supportive care Re-Sorb electrolytes Zoetis 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F yes

Supportive care Electrolytes + Sav-A-lam Cool dry place yes

Supportive care Calcium Gluconate Durvet 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F yes

Supportive care Dextrose 50% Durvet 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F yes

Vitamin A-Lyte Concentrate Durvet 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F yes

Vitamin Vit A D Durvet 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F yes

Vitamin Vit E-AD Vet One 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F yes

Vitamin Vit B Complex Durvet 15 C/59 F 25 C/77 F yes

Vitamin/mineral Selenium/Vit E gel
Kaeco Group 
Inc.

Cool dry place none found

Wound care Chlorihexadine solution Durvet 15 C/59 F 30 C/86 F none found

Wound care Alushield
Ideal Animal 
Health

50 C yes

Storage guidelines for common sheep medications
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On October 23, the Chesapeake Fibershed 
celebrated the culmination of its first 

Sustainable Cloth Farm to Home and Closet 
Challenge. The year-long challenge was to make 
textiles using local natural fibers or upcycled 
materials, with as many processes sourced within 
the fibershed region as possible. 

The fibershed movement promotes the use of 
local fiber, dyes and labor to develop regional 
and soil regenerating fiber systems on behalf of 
independent working producers. The movement 
embraces a circular, “soil-to-soil” clothing 
cycle that keeps clothing out of our landfills 
and goes a step further to see how we can 
have a positive impact at every phase of textile 
production. Chesapeake Fibershed is an affiliate 
of Fibershed.org, an organization based in 
northern California, with more than 54 affiliates 
worldwide, all working to support local textile 
economies. 

The event was hosted by Lee Langstaff at 
Shepherd’s Hey Farm in Dickerson, Maryland, 
among rolling hills, fields of dry, yet-to-be 
harvested soybeans, and vibrant autumn colors. 
The farm was the perfect backdrop for a day 
that included a potluck lunch, a gallery show of 
the beautiful work, and a Fibershed producers 
marketplace where attendees could find local 
farm yarns and fiber goods.

Twenty-two participants, ranging in age from 
students to retirees, exhibited the fruits of their 
year-long efforts of growing plant and animal 
fibers, plant dyestuffs, dyeing, spinning, weaving, 
knitting, crochet, sewing, and felting, as well as 
repurposing existing textiles. The entries varied 
widely in both size and fiber content, from a pear-

shaped face cloth made from homegrown cotton, 
processed, handspun and knitted by Kathy 
Reed, to a lavish woven cape (with matching 
fingerless gloves and felted embellishments) made 
by a team of artisans from the Weavers Guild 
of Greater Baltimore that began as three raw 
fleeces from Hollow Hill Farm in Maryland. 
Indigo- and eco-dyed textiles, as well as as 
natural colored fibers, filled the display area.

It was truly a celebration of what can be made 
from local fiber, local dye, and local labor. 

A new Sustainable Cloth Challenge launches 
in 2023, so start thinking now about planning 
your regionally sourced textiles. As they did last 
year, the Challenge participants will be able to 
attend monthly meet-ups to share their progress, 
learn from each other, and gain information 
about sheep breeds, buying fleeces, planting dye 
gardens, and even growing silkworms. 

Visit chesapeakefibershed.com to find 
information about the new challenge, sign up 
for the newsletter, and explore our other projects 
fiber events, and membership programs.

MarketingMarketing

Marian Bruno is a 
founder of the Chesapeake 
Fibershed, and is a felter 
based in Arlington.

Challenge 
showcases 
local fiber, 
local dye, 
local labor

Rhea Consentino, at right, models the cape and 
gloves created by the Weavers Guild of Greater Bal-
timore. Below, Challenge event attendees. [Images 
by William Check]
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Maryland news

At the MSBA annual meeting and dinner 
in October, the Board welcomed four new 

directors, who will serve through 2025, and 
thanked members departing the board at the end 
of their terms—Sarah Campbell, Ollie King, and 
Lisa Westra. Here are our new directors:

Amanda Cather is the owner and operator of 
Plow and Stars Farm in Poolesville, where she 
raises pastured livestock with her husband Mark.

She fell in love with sheep as a farm intern 
in Massachusetts in 1999, and purchased 

her first three Katahdin/Dorper 
ewes in 2014. Her current flock 
of commercial Katahdin crosses 
includes about 60 breeding ewes in 
addition to lambs and rams.

While she is definitely still a 
beginning shepherd, her main 
sheep interests include rotational 
grazing, moving the sheep daily 
to new pasture to build soil and 
improve flock health with her 
three border collies, increasing 
pasture biodiversity, and working 
to improve parasite resistance in her 
flock through careful breeding and 
management.

She also works for American 
Farmland Trust as Mid-Atlantic Program 
Manager, helping preserve farmland, keep 
farmers on the land, and improve farming 
practices across the region. She is the mother of 
two children, a seventh grader and a first year at 
the University of Vermont.

Kenneth Farrell has been raising sheep on his 
farm in Keymar since 2011. In addition to raising 
Tunis sheep he also produces high quality hay on 
his 28-acre farm. Ken has previously served as an 
MSBA board member.

Prior to his retirement in 2016, Ken served as 
a manager for several large corporations. He 
has strong leadership skills and a wide range of 
experience in presenting to government agencies 
as well as in public meetings. He has strong 
communications and relationship building skills. 

He is skilled at problem solving and negotiating 
with government agencies and their constituents.

Ken’s management and leadership experience 
in the workplace is a great asset when operating 
within an organization such as the Maryland 
Sheep Breeders Association; a valuable skill will 
when facilitating coordination with government 
agencies with which 
the sheep industry as a 
whole needs to work.

Laura Kefauver has 
been around sheep 
since the age of six. 
She began showing 
Southdown sheep 
in 4-H and showed 
into adulthood. She 
still keeps a small flock of registered Southdown 
sheep, shared with her  uncle David Greene. She 
has competed in the Maryland Make It with 
Wool contest and was the 1995 Maryland Lamb 
and Wool Queen.

Laura lives with her husband in Washington 
County, where they have a commercial flock of 
175 Katahdin and White Dorper ewes and also 
raise Angus/Hereford beef cattle. Besides raising 
sheep, she also is involved with the Washington 
County Ag Expo and Fair, serving on the Fair 
Board, and as superintendent of the Open Class 
Home Arts Building. She also works at Maryland 
State Fair in the Farm and Garden Building, 
and is the Judging School coordinator for the 
Maryland Association of Agricultural Fairs 
and Shows. She is employed at Head Start of 
Washington County. In her spare time she enjoys 
cooking and baking.

Nancy Starkey has been keeping sheep at Trial 
& Error Acres for 30 years, since she purchased 
six Barbados sheep for the purpose of training 
her dogs for sheepdog trials. She soon realized 
that she really enjoyed her sheep, so she acquired 
more. Since then, she has raised Barbados, 
Katahdins, Border Leicesters, Border Cheviots, 
and Bluefaced Leicesters. While her dogs are still 
invaluable for flock management, the focus these 
days is on raising Bluefaced Leicester breeding 
stock and marketing their beautiful fleeces.

Over the years, Nancy has attended numerous 
seminars and workshops to gain the necessary 
skills needed to become a competent shepherd. 
She believes that knowledge should be shared, 
and she has always been willing to assist those 
new to raising sheep. She hopes that others will 
find raising sheep to be as an enjoyable an activity 
as she has. Nancy has served on the MSBA Board 
a few times over the years, and she looks forward 
to being on the Board again.

New board 
members 

welcomed 
at annual 

dinner
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2022 Make It With Wool Contest

Eleven contestants from across Maryland took on the joy and the 
challenge to create an original outfit from wool fabric to participate in 

the 2022 Maryland Make It With Wool Contest, Saturday, October 15.  

Their one-of-a-kind wool garments were designed to promote the beauty 
and versatility of wool fabrics—from coat weight to stretchy knits. Our four 
Champions all hailed from Talbot County, with a mother-daughter duo 
securing the top spots in the Preteen and Adult categories.  

Preteen Champion Annette Clougherty created a cheery yellow dress with 
a houndstooth jacket, Junior Champion Jessica Watts fashioned a classic 
tweed belted coat, Senior Champion Karli Abbott made a tailored green 
dress with gray accent piping, and Adult Champion Amanda Clougherty 
crafted a stunning coral dress and coordinating coat. 

A special thanks to all our participants for sharing their love of wool and 
creativity.  Jessica will be headed to Fort Worth, Texas, in January to 
represent Maryland at the National Make It With Wool Contest.   
    —Judy Williamson, MIWW Coordinator

Maryland Make It With Wool winners are, from left to right, Annette 
Clougherty, Karli Abbott, Jessica Watts, Amanda Clougherty. [Image courtesy 
Jamie Frank]
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Maryland Sheep News is published three 
times a year by the Maryland Sheep 
Breeders Association, Inc., and is sent 
to MSBA members. See back page for 
membership application.

  Ad Rates
Size Specs (inches) Price

Full page 7.5 x 9.5 $95, $320/year
Half vert.
Half horiz.

3.3 x 9.5
7.5 x 4.25

$60, $200/year

Third 7.5 x 3 $45, $150/year
Quarter 3.3 x 4.25 $30, $100/year
Biz card 3.3 x 2 $15, $50/year
Classified 230 characters $10

   Acceptable formats are PDFs, Word docs or 
   jpegs.

   Issue deadlines for ads and copy:
   Winter  January 1  Summer  May 12
            Fall  September 12

    Send copy to :  
    Martha Polkey, Editor 
    sheep@budiansky.com 
  
 Send payment to: 
 Treasurer, MSBA 
 1126 Slingluff Lane 
 New Windsor, MD  21776

The 2023 Central Maryland Forage 
Conference is set for 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

January 19 at the New Midway Volunteer Fire 
Company Firehouse.

Topics for the event will include: soil health 
considerations in forage systems, economics of 
forage production, understanding forage tests and 
their value, identifying and troubleshooting issues 
in forage stands, an Extension research update, 
and a pesticide update. 

Nutrient management certification credits, 
private and commercial applicator pesticide 
credits will be available. Check the website for 
updated credit information.

The conference is jointly sponsored by University 
of Maryland Extension, the Maryland-Delaware 
Forage and Grassland Council, and the 
University of Delaware.

Early-bird registration (until January 7) is $20; 
after that it is $25. Payment is by credit card or 
check. A light breakfast will be available; lunch is 
included. Cancellations need to be made at least 
7 days in advance to receive a refund. Payment is 
due by January 13.

University programs, activities, and facilities are 
available to all without regard to race, color, sex, 
gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, 
marital status, age, national origin, political 
affiliation, physical or mental disability, religion, 
protected veteran status, genetic information, 
personal appearance, or any other legally 
protected class. The firehouse is located at 12019 
Woodsboro Pike, New Midway, MD 21775. 
Email lstrong@umd.edu if you have questions 
about the event; phone 301-600-3576 if you need 
a reasonable accommodation to participate.

For more information please go to the Eventbrite 
registration webpage, https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/2023-central-maryland-forage-conference-
tickets-479987434337.

Maryland 
Forage 

Conference 
January 19

Second Annual Winterfest 
will keep winter fingers busy

The Second Annual MSWF 
Winterfest 2023, two days of virtual 
fiber arts seminars, will take place on 
Saturday, January 28 and Sunday, January 29 
on the same Lessonface platform as last year.

A complimentary lecture, “A Look Inside a 
Small-Scale Carding Mill with Angela Muller,“ 
is scheduled for 12:30 p.m. on January 29. View and register for the lecture 
and all classes at https://www.lessonface.com/sheepandwool.

Classes offered include:

Introduction to Double-knitting - Alasdair Post-Quinn    

Twisted Together: Crepe, Cables and the Endless Possibilities of Layered 
Plying - Esther Rodgers    

Straight Up: Spinning Vertically Dyed Braids - Jillian Moreno

The Pros and Cons of Predrafting - Maggie Casey    

Needle Felted Fox - Kristen Walsh    

Two-pattern Double-knitting - Alasdair Post-Quinn    

The Long and the Short of It - 6 Ways to Spin Locks - Esther Rodgers    

Introduction to Cables - Kira Dulaney

Fluffing your Braids: Making Worsted Braids Woolen - Jillian Moreno

Needle Felted Winter Landscape - Kristen Walsh    

Twist, Grist, and Wraps per Inch - Maggie Casey    

Slip-Stitch Mosaic Knitting - Kira Dulaney

Drafting Together: Working on a Parallel Plane - Jillian Moreno

Finishing Your Yarn - Maggie Casey    

Advanced Beginner Double-knitting - Alasdair Post-Quinn    

Sculptural Corespinning: Not Your Traditional Spinning! - Esther Rodgers  

Introduction to Entrelac - Kira Dulaney

Color Value and Choosing Braids That Work Together - Jillian Moreno

Needle Felted Owl - Kristen Walsh    

Hand Cards, Not Just for Rolags - Maggie Casey    

Texture in Double-knitting - Alasdair Post-Quinn    

Color Blending:  Unlocking the Spectrum - Esther Rodgers    

Gauge and Blocking - Kira Dulaney
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Name:

Farm Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Email:

  Please include me in the MSBA Breeders Directory.

Web URL: 

Breed(s):             No. Ewes:

Send form and $25 check made payable to MSBA to Kris Thorne, 
Membership Chair, 15218 Frederick Road, Woodbine, MD 21797. 
She will contact you for additional information for the breeders 
directory and online profile.

WWW.
1126 Slingluff Road • New Windsor, MD 21776

Maryland Sheep Breeders Association:
marylandsheepbreeders.org

Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival:
sheepandwool.org

like us!
Join the  

Maryland Sheep Breeders Association

...and become part of an active organization that sponsors the Maryland Sheep & Wool 
Festival (the premier event of its kind in the nation), Sheep Shearing School, various youth 
activities, and a variety of educational functions. 

You can join and pay online at https://marylandsheepbreeders.org, and fill out your member 
profile page. If you prefer to register by mail, fill out the form at 
left and mail with your $25 check.

Here are sponsored events and activities for 2023
• January 28-29: Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival Winterfest
• February 3-4: Beginning Shearing School
• May 6–7: Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival  
• October 26: Annual Meeting & Dinner.

As a member you will: 
• Join an active and friendly community of shepherds and others
• Support the core activities of the MSBA.
• Receive the Maryland Sheep News, MSBA’s informative 
newsletter, 3 times a year.
• Receive regular publications from the American Sheep Industry 
Association.
• Receive priority consideration for enrollment in the Maryland 
Shearing School (applicable only if you own sheep), and your 
family members will be given priority consideration for the annual 
MSBA scholarship.
• Receive free admission to the Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival 
and be mailed a free copy of the catalog.
• Pay a reduced commission on all fleeces sold at the Maryland 
Sheep & Wool Festival Fleece Show & Sale.
• Be able to promote your farm or business through a free profile 
page on the MSBA website.

Annual membership/subscription fee: $25. The membership 
year runs from October through September. Dues for membership 
received prior to June 1, 2023, will be accepted as paid through 
September 30, 2023. Dues received on or after June 1 will be 
accepted as paid through September 30, 2024.

The Maryland Sheep Breeders Association Board of 
Directors meets every other month. Meetings are open 
to members. For minutes of meetings, contact the MSBA 
Secretary (see p. 15). 2023 meeting dates: Feb. 6, April 3, 
June 5, Aug. 7, Sept. 11, Oct. 26, Dec. 4.


