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The 44th annual Maryland Sheep & Wool 
Festival on May 6 and 7 was a familiar sight. 

The new $5 admission fee instituted this year 
did little to dampen the enthusiasm of Festival 
attendees, who began lining up at the gate as 
early as 7 a.m. on Saturday (rainy weather may 
have led a few folks to postpone their visit to 
Sunday). Overall, the admission process went 
very smoothly, with 17,000 paid admissions 
almost evenly split between Saturday and Sunday. 
This number does not include those under 
age 16, exhibitors, vendors, MSBA members, 
committee members, volunteers, and others who 
received free admission. The parking lot was 
certainly as full as ever! 

Most vendors interviewed said their sales were 
the same as or better than in previous years.The 
consensus was that the crowds were more evenly 
spaced throughout the weekend, which allowed 
some much-needed breathing room (and better 
access to the booths) in the buildings and barns. 

The Fleece Show and Sale continues to be a hot 
spot for moving fleeces from producers into the 
hands of eager fiber artists. 712 fleeces were sold 

Mark your 
calendar 

Friday October 13 is the 
date of the Maryland 
Sheep Breeders 
Association annual 
banquet and business 
meeting. It will be 
at Dutch’s Daughter 
restaurant in Frederick, 
Maryland. More details 
to follow!

at an average price of $15.33 per pound. There 
were 338 buyers from 32 states, Canada, and the 
UK. After commission, MSBA members netted 
nearly $40,000 in fleece sales. 

The Saturday auction of spinning and weaving 
equipment once again set a new sales record, with 
more than $36,000 worth of spinning wheels, 
looms, and other equipment going home with 
new owners. The Skein & Garment Committee 
reported that the quality of entries was the best 
they had seen in years. Here are some Festival 
winners:

Sheep Show

Supreme Champion Ram: Charlene Carlisle, 
Moorestown, NJ (Black Romney)

Supreme Champion Ewe: Diane Klingelhofer, 
Marriottsville, MD (Lincoln)

Supreme Fleece: Carole Foster, Schuylerville, NY 
(Natural Colored Long)

Shepherd Award: Andy Edmonson

Fleece Show

Grand Champion Fleece: Julie Helms, 
Dillsburg, PA (Cormo X)

Reserve Champion Fleece: Margie 
Smith, New Oxford, PA (Bluefaced 
Leicester)

Tyson Creamer Award (Best 4-H 
fleece): Lizzy Miller, Keymar, MD 
(Rambouillet)

Skein & Garment Competition

Best in Show: Sharon Kollman, Glen 
Arm, MD

[continued on page 13]

Reports a Festival participant: It was 
great! [Image by Lee Langstaff]
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President’s 
Message

Lee Langstaff

 2016-17 MSBA President
There are a few things that are on my mind 

as the summer heat is upon us. The 2017 
Festival is behind us, fair season is entering full 
swing, lambs are leaving the farm, our parasite 
antennae are on high alert, and thoughts of 
breeding season lurk once again. I look around 
the now-mucked-out barn and try to think of 
what worked and what didn’t work last lambing 
season, and how I can make changes to improve 
things for the coming year for a successful lamb 
and wool crop.

The 2017 Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival 
chalked up another great success. The crowds 
appeared to be more evenly distributed over 
the two days than we’ve seen in the past, which 
may have been the result of the threat of cool, 
wet weather in the preceding days, or perhaps a 
function of concerns about a long line to get in 
on Saturday morning given the new entry fee. 
Either way, it worked out well and we had no real 
glitches or serious complaints with regard to the 
new entrance fee. 

I’m looking forward to State Fair in September 
(August 24-September 4 in Timonium). Last 
year I participated in one of the “other duties 
traditionally performed by MSBA President,” 
that is, announcing for the Open Sheep Show. 

I will be doing the same this 
year on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
of September. If you haven’t 
been, it’s a good show and, as 
always, there’s a lot to learn 
and enjoy, good sheep and 
good people. I hope to see 
many of you there.

On another note, I find myself 
returning to the words of 
Deb Robson in the amazing 
book, The Fleece & Fiber 
Sourcebook (Storey Pubishing, 
2011). I’ve read and re-read 
this book, trying to learn more 
about breeds we don’t see so 
much of among the hundreds 
of fleeces in the Festival Fleece 
Show & Sale—in particular, 
wool-growing breeds raised 

in Maryland that are thought of strictly as meat 
animals in the United States. 

Most breeders of Hampshires, Suffolks, 
Southdowns, Dorsets, and Shropshires—the 
“Down” breeds—do not manage for a high-
quality wool clip, largely due to the very low 
commercial prices that have been offered 
for it. But there is renewed interest in the 
characteristics of the Down-type wool on the part 
of handspinners and others. In describing the 
unique qualities of the fiber from these breeds, 
over and over Robson says “Like all Down breeds, 
being unnecessarily overlooked as a fiber resource 
for handspinners.” 

I’m convinced that there is a way, given our 
premier Fleece Show & Sale, that we could work 
with producers of these breeds to bring some of 
these down-type fleeces to handspinners who 
are hungry to try them. I have some ideas about 
how we might do this, if there is interest. Stay 
tuned, and let some wool grow on those breeds 
(try to get at least 2.5 inches or more) and skirt 
the fleeces well. The few Down-breed fleeces we 
had at the Sale brought as much as $5 to $8 per 
pound! 

Meanwhile—have a great rest of the summer!
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Buyers get their hands on 
some luscious fiber at the 
Fleece Sale on Saturday 
morning. [Image by Lee 
Langstaff]
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Reliable 
resources 
for parasite 
management

As we now know too well, our decades-long 
over-reliance upon antiparasitic drugs has 

resulted in the unfortunate natural “genetic 
engineering” of stomach and intestinal worms 
that are resistant to our limited arsenal of 
anthelmintics. 

Overuse of those drugs has forced the tide 
of research and practice to turn to a more 
sustainable, integrated approach. Management 
and genetics are the twin tools farm flock owners 
possess as they negotiate the perils that resistant 
internal parasites present to sheep health and 
flock profitability. 

Since everything on the internet lives forever, 
it’s more important than ever to know where 
to go for science-based, up-to-date, and reliable 
information. MSBA board member Allison 
Seyfert has compiled the below list of resources 
and upcoming events to help guide you.

Parasite control resources

American Consortium for Small Ruminant 
Parasite Control (ACSRPC): http://www.
wormx.info/.  The ACSRPC is a group of 
scientists, veterinarians, and Cooperative 
Extension specialists devoted to developing 
novel methods for sustainable control of gastro-
intestinal nematodes in small ruminants and 
educating the industry on the most up-to-date 
methods and recommendations for their control. 
The website has an abundance of information 
about parasite control in small ruminants with a 
"Timely Topic" article featured each month on 
the website along with educational materials and 
information for upcoming workshops.

WORMINFO is the new listserv for ACSRPC. 
Subscribers will receive an email when new 
information has been posted. To subscribe, 
send an email to listserv@listserv.umd.edu. 
In the body of the message, write subscribe 
WORMINFO.

Sheep 201, Internal Parasite Control, 
http://www.sheep101.info/201/parasite.html, 
gives a great overview of types of parasites, 
management, anthelmintic use, fecal egg 
counting, and FAMACHA. 

FAMACHA© workshops

Except for veterinarians and other qualified 
animal health professionals, an approved 
training is required in order to get certified 
in the FAMACHA© system and receive a 
FAMACHA© card. Workshops generally require 
pre-registration and payment of a registration 
fee. A FAMACHA© workshop is the same 
as a Smart Drenching or Integrated Parasite 
Management (IPM) workshop. Information 
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Management
Image by Barbara  Klein, 

of Nancy Cox Starkey’s Kep

for upcoming workshops can be found at http://
www.wormx.info/workshops. 

Online FAMACHA© certification

As part of a Northeast SARE grant, the 
University of Rhode Island is offering online 
FAMACHA© training. Once you complete the 
4-step process, you will be able to purchase a 
FAMACHA© card.  Visit http://web.uri.edu/
sheepngoat/famacha/ for more information. 

Fecal egg count analysis

The University of Rhode Island is offering 
free fecal egg count (FEC) analysis during the 
summer months (July-September) to assist with 
selective breeding for resistance to gastrointestinal 
worms.

The service is open to National Sheep 
Improvement Program (NSIP) members wanting 
to generate estimated breeding values (EBVs) for 
parasite resistance. It is also open to non-NSIP 
members living in New England, Delaware, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and 
West Virginia that are FAMACHA© certified.

Contact Holly Burdett or Dr. Katherine Peterson 
at urisheepandgoat@etal.uri.edu for more 
information. 

Your fellow shepherds are also resources! Long-
time shepherds and novices each can learn from 
the experiences of others. 

Educational conference

The DELMARVA Small Ruminant Conference, 
December 9 at Delaware State University in 
Dover, is devoted to internal parasites. Speakers 
will be members of the American Consortium 
for Small Ruminant Parasite Control 
(ACSRPC). Hold the date and check 
http://www.wormx.info/ or http://
www.sheepandgoat.com/ for details to 
come. 

For more information, contact Susan 
Schoenian at 301-432-2767 x 343 or 
sschoen@umd.edu.

—Allison Seyfert

Haemonchus contortus, 
feasting. [Image from 
wormx.info]
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Management  Animals that have a heavy parasite load are 
often compromised on several levels related 

to their overall health.  If barber pole worm 
(Haemonchus contortus) is the primary gastro-
intestinal parasite the animal is carrying, loss of 
blood makes the animal weaker. Other worms may 

cause diarrhea which can result in dehydration. 
The animal may lose its appetite, so it loses 
weight and becomes even weaker due to lack of 
nutrition.

Depending on the status of the animal, 
supportive therapy may be needed around the 

time of anthelmintic treatment (deworming).  
Animals that are a FAMACHA© 4 or 5 would 
likely benefit from removal from contaminated 
pastures to avoid reinfection and placement in a 
barn or other area for protection against additional 
environmental stress (weather, predator watch, 
competition for food).  

Vitamin K results in blood clotting and could be a 
beneficial supplement to deworming in the case of 
barber pole worm infection. In addition, although 
it does not cure anything, kaolin pectin or even 
human products such as Pepto Bismol® may stop 
or slow diarrhea to help reduce dehydration.

If the animal is "down" or extremely weak, 
immediate attention is needed. Electrolytes can be 
given to improve hydration and perhaps provide 
some supplemental energy. Human products (i.e. 
Gatorade®, Powerade®, Pedialyte®) may be used 
if livestock products are not available. Nutritional 
drenching supplements for quick energy should be 
considered, especially if the animal is not eating. 

Clean water along with high protein feed or forage 
that is very palatable (tasty) should be provided 
for easy access without much moving around if 
necessary. If the animal is not eating, drenching 
(or tubing) the animal may be necessary until the 
appetite returns. Powdered protein supplements 
mixed in water with electrolytes can help keep the 
animal on track as well.

Research has not been conclusive in the use of 
mineral supplements such as iron in recovery 
from parasitism by the barber pole worm. 
However, anecdotal evidence from goat and sheep 
producers indicates that use of iron supplements 
such as injectable iron or oral iron, vitamin/
mineral supplements (i.e. Red Cell®, Iron Power®, 
Perktone®) have greatly decreased recovery time 
from anemia. Normally, a change in FAMACHA© 
score takes a couple of weeks, but producers 
providing the supplements have claimed changes 
in a few days with severely anemic animals.

The ruminant gastrointestinal tract makes the 
B vitamins for animal use; GI tract disturbances 
seen in parasitism (or antibiotic use) may reduce 
Vitamin B availability, so supportive injections 

are often used. The B vitamins help with liver 
function and use of proteins and fat. Vitamins 
B12 and B9 (folate) are critical for red blood cell 
formation, so would be necessary for recovery 
from anemia. A concentrated form of B12 is 
available with a veterinarian prescription and 
might be warranted in extreme cases, but Vitamin 
B complexes are available over the counter.

Supportive therapy along with effective 
deworming drugs may help to reduce mortality 
or decrease recovery time in sheep and goats.  
However, avoiding parasites completely would be 
even better. Contact your local county Extension 
office or veterinarian to learn more about 
controlling gastrointestinal parasites in goats and 
sheep.

Reprinted from the American Consortium for Small 
Ruminant Parasite Control website, https://www.
wormx.info/wormnotenough.

When 
deworming is 

not enough

Nikki Whitley

Fort Valley State University

Goat with FAMACHA© 
score 5. [Reprinted with 

permission from Wild 
and Wooly Winter 2016, 

University of Maryland 
Extension]

The weeds we 
love to hate

The regular and abundant rainfall that much 
of the mid-Atlantic has seen this summer 

has made for green pastures, but also provided 
superb conditions for an explosion of annual, 
biennual, and perennial nuisance and noxious 

weeds. Some 
are poisonous, 
some bear 
weapons, and 

some produce hundreds of thousands of seeds 
per plant—all with the goal of taking over your 
pasture first, and next, the world.

And, No Excuses: If these weeds are flourishing 
in your fields, it’s something you did, or didn’t 
do. Thistles, spiny amaranth, Queen Anne’s 
lace, horsenettle, perilla, ragweed, and pokeweed 
thrive in sparse or closely grazed areas, or where 
hay fed in winter has killed desirable species (the 
Bad Seeds often hitching a lift in the hay bales). 

At this point in the season, mowing to prevent 
seed formation or spraying to beat back the 
hordes is about all that can be done (effectiveness 
depends on the species and its growth habits). 
Then it’s time to plan for fall pasture renovation 
and other battle strategies against the aggressive 
undesirables of the plant kingdom. A healthy, 
dense sward of pasture species is the best defense.

Here are seven weeds we’d like to see take a long 
walk off of a short pier.

Common ragweed, Ambrosia artemisiifolia, an 
annual, becomes a problem in pastures that fail 
to maintain grass competition with a full leaf 
canopy from late May to late June. If you have Management 

Calendar

Aug. 22
Let's Grow Webinar: 

Selection for Parasite 
Resistance. Register 

at: https://register.
gotowebinar.com/ 

register/161112 
3568671444227.  

Oct. 14
Opportunities for Wool 

Sheep workshop, 
Verona, VA. Contact  
John Benner at 540-

245-5750, benner89@
vt.edu

 

Oct. 18-19 
VFGA Grazing School, 

Vernon Hill, Va. To 
register contact J. B. 
Daniel at j.b.daniel@

va.usda.gov, 434-
392-4171, ext. 115. 

vaforages.com 
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The next ASI Let's Grow Webinar is Tuesday, 
August 22nd at 8 p.m. Eastern. The topic 

is selection for parasite resistance. The speaker is 
Dr. Joan Burke, USDA-ARS Research Animal 
Scientist at the Dale Bumpers Small Farm 
Research Center in Booneville, Arkansas. The 
host is Jay Parsons, University of Nebraska.

Genetic resistance to parasite infection is arguably 
the best means of gastrointestinal parasite control. 
It can be achieved through selection of sires with 
favorable estimated breeding values in programs 
such as the National Sheep Improvement 
Program (NSIP), which will be reflected by lower 
parasite infection measures in offspring.

To register, go to: https://register.gotowebinar.
com/register/1611123568671444227. You 
will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the webinar.

Webinar: 
Genetic 
selection for 
parasite
resistance

had ragweed problems 
in the past, look for 
small plants or seedlings 
underneath your grass. Any 
management that develops 
and maintains a dense leaf 
canopy will help suppress 
it. This includes increasing 
grass growth with fertilizer and thickening 
stands by seeding. Avoid grazing heavily in areas 
with ragweed. 

Spiny Amaranth (Amaranthus spinosus), also 
called spiny pigweed, is an erect, often bushy, 
much-branched summer annual, growing to 
heights of 2–5 feet. Spiny 
amaranth thrives in rich, 
warm, loamy soils with 
high organic matter, 
and can produce more 
than 200,000 seeds per 
plant. The seeds of spiny 
amaranth are tiny, and may 
be carried by wind, water, or in animal dung. 
They germinate on the soil surface, and burial in 
the soil to a depth of just 0.25 inch can reduce 
germination considerably.

Common thistle, Cirsium vulgare, a biennial, 
and Canada thistle, Cirsium arvense, a 
perennial, are both transplants from Europe. 
Canada thistle is shade 
intolerant, so inviting 
competition from desirable 
forage species through 
fertilization, liming, 
overseeding and preventing 
overgrazing helps suppress 
it.  Applying herbicides but 
ignoring pasture health 
will not provide acceptable results. Mowing can 
be used as an alternative to herbicides, if timed 
to prevent flowering and production of seed.  
Biennial thistles have numerous basal buds that 
will break dormancy when the main flower stalk 
is severed by mowing, so several mowings are 
required to completely prevent seed production.

Queen Anne’s lace, 
Daucus carota, is a biennial 
plant that reproduces by 
seeds and can be a serious 
pest. Its sticky seeds readily 
adhere to and contaminate 
wool in mid- to late 
summer. The seeds can 
survive in soil for up to five years. Its first year is 
vegetative; the second year the established plant 
flowers and forms seed. Mowing the blossoms 
reduces seed production; over several years plant 
numbers can be reduced significantly.

Perilla mint, Perilla frutescens, is an erect, 
aromatic, herbaceous annual that can grow to 
2 feet. Native to East Asia, it is very poisonous 
to ruminants as well as horses, fresh and in hay. 
All plant parts are toxic, especially the flowering 
structures. Best controlled in April-June. https://
www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/BP/WS-
43-W.pdf

Pokeweed, Phytolacca americana L., is a tall, 
large-leaved, branching plant with reddish stems 
and long clusters of small, white flowers that 
become purple fruits. It can reach 10 feet in 
height, especially along fencelines. All parts of 
the plant are toxic to humans, pets, and livestock. 
Roots are the most poisonous; leaves and stems 
are intermediate in toxicity, and berries are the 
least toxic, (toxicity increases with maturity). 
It is not palatable; most animals avoid eating it 
unless little else is available, or it is dried in hay. 
Herbicides or cutting below the root crown is 
effective (digging up the large taproot is very 
difficult).

Horsenettle, Solanum carolinense, is a perennial 
that can reproduce by seed or rhizomes, with 
roots that can grow 10 feet deep. Both fruits and 
foliage can poison livestock due to the presence 
of an alkaloid that when digested becomes 
dangerous. Content of this toxin increases over 
the course of the growing season. Drying does 
not reduce its effect. It is difficult to control. 
Digging or close trimming followed by herbicide 
application are recommended measures.     —MP

Some good resources on control of pasture weeds are 
at eXtension.org, oardc.ohio-state.edu/weedguide, 
extension.tennessee.edu, pubs_ext_vt_edu, and 
weeds.iastate.edu.
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Management 

Follow the

to
Herd

www.themillmeadowlands.com

410-916-5126

An Environmentally Friendly Fiber Mill 
Working With Artists and Shepherds

The Virginia Forage and Grassland Council 
provides annual educational events for “grass 

farmers,” and one is coming up. The 2017 Grazing 
School is October 18-19 in Vernon Hill, Virginia.

Designed with beginning 
and experienced producers 
in mind, this two-day, 
intensive course will teach you 
everything you need to know 
to better manage grazing on 
your farm. The course will 
cover:

 pasture renovation and improvement

 pasture and grazing management

 designing a rotational grazing system

 fencing and watering options

 strategies to extend the grazing season

 matching forage quality to animal needs

 creating a forage budget.

The course includes hands-on opportunities to 
work with grazing tools and to try out fencing 
materials. The last day of the school features a 
workshop where producers can sit down with 
instructors to begin developing a custom grazing 
plan for their farms.

The class is limited to 25 participants. To register 
contact J. B. Daniel at j.b.daniel@va.usda.gov, 
434-392-4171, ext. 115. For more information 
contact Margaret Kenny, VFGC, makenny@
vt.edu.     

Grazing 
school 
set for 
October 

18-19

A workshop October 14 in Verona, Virginia, 
“Opportunities for Wool Sheep,” will 

provide current and aspiring sheep producers with 
information on managing sheep for improving 
wool quality and achieving greater profits for the 
wool clip. Program sponsors 
are Virginia Cooperative 
Extension, Virginia 
Beginning Farmer and 
Rancher Coalition Program, 
Farm Credit Knowledge 
Center, Sheepman Supply, Sydell, and Mid-States 
Wool Growers.

Program topics include: facilities and 
management for high quality wool,  
wool quality factors and grades,  
producing and marketing high quality 
wool,  selling wool in niche markets, 
and producing the right fleece for your 
buyer, from cottage artisans to the 
international textile market.

Wool production, 
marketing workshop 

in October

Attendees also will hear about the experiences of 
Maggie Passino, Wool Handler, Team U.S.A., 
at the 2017 Golden Shears Competition in 
Invercargill, New Zealand.   

Other speakers are 
Bob Padula, former 
Minnesota Extension 
educator and ASI wool 
consultant; Stanley 
Strode, Mid-States Wool 
Growers; Geof Ruppert, 

DVM, and Martha Polkey, Virginia Wool 
Outreach Committee.

The program is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
registration fee, $20 for adults and $10 for 
children under 18, includes lunch and materials. 
Contact John Benner at 540-245-5750, 
benner89@vt.edu, for a brochure and registration 
form. Registration deadline is September 30.

Allbirds shoes are made 
of wool, washable, and 
are a Silicon Valley hit. 
https://www.nytimes.
com/2017/08/11/
technology/allbird-shoes-
silicon-valley.html
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Lamb Popper BurgersMichelle DeTolla
2 slices bacon  ½ cup panko bread crumbs

2 jalapeno peppers  2 cloves garlic, chopped
4 oz cream cheese  ½ t rosemary, chopped
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese Salt and pepper to taste

1 lb ground lamb  4 slices cheese of your choice

1 egg

1. In skillet fry bacon until crispy. Crumble into small pieces.

2. Wearing gloves for protection, slice peppers lengthwise. Remove 

seeds and veins; dice.3. Combine peppers, bacon, cream and cheddar in a bowl. Set aside. 

4. Combine lamb, egg, crumbs, garlic, rosemary, salt and pepper. Shape 

into 4 balls.
5. Using fingers, create a fairly large cavity in the center of each lamb 

ball. Fill each with a spoonful of the cream cheese mixture; enclose 

mixture inside lamb and shape into patties.
6. Fry, broil, or grill patties to desired doneness. Add cheese slice at end 

of cooking time.7. Serve on multigrain bun with desired fixings. Serves 4. Enjoy!

Congratulations to sisters Olivia (1st  
place) and Laura (3rd place) Dutton 
of Frederick County and Michelle 
DeTolla (2nd place) from Annapolis, 
the winners of the Lamb Cookoff at 
this year's Maryland Sheep & Wool 
Festival. Bon appetit!

Winning recipes 
from the Festival

Laura's Lamb Chili

Laura Dutton

1 lb lamb, coarsely ground 15-oz can chili beans, undrained

1 T olive oil  3 T chile powder, medium hot

¼ cup chopped sweet onion 1 t ground cumin

2 t minced garlic  1 t crushed basil leaf

¼ cup chopped sweet pepper ½ t salt

1 pint chopped tomatoes,  ½ t ground black pepper

   undrained  1 T corn starch

15-oz can kidney beans, undrained

1. In 3-quart pot brown ground lamb in olive oil over medium high heat, 

stirring constantly. Add onion, garlic, and pepper, stir regularly.

2. When onions and peppers are tender and translucent, stir in toma-

toes, beans and their liquids. Retain cans. Return to boil for 5 minutes; 

reduce heat to medium low. Add herbs, salt, and pepper. Mix well.

3. Add 1/4 cup water to a can stir and swish to collect remaining juices, 

transfer to next can and repeat. Whisk in cornstarch. Stir into chili and 

mix well.

4. Reduce heat to low, cover, and simmer at least one hour, stirring 

occasionally. Taste and adjust seasonings.

5. Serve in bowls or mugs and top with grated cheddar cheese. Left-

overs great on hotdogs.

American Lamb and Mushroom Stroganoff

Olivia Dutton

1 lb lamb, freshly ground ¼ t thyme

1 T olive oil  1 T concentrated beef stock

8 oz mushrooms, sliced ½ cup white wine

2 t minced garlic  1½ cup sour cream

¼ t ground black pepper Egg noodles, prepared

½ t basil     and tossed with a little olive oil

1. In a skillet over high heat, brown lamb in olive oil. Add mushrooms, 

garlic, pepper, and herbs; stir constantly until mushrooms are tender.

2. Reduce heat to medium; mix in stock and wine. Continue cooking, 

stirring regularly, until sauce boils down to desired thickness.

3. Add sour cream; mix well until heated through. Add more wine or 

water if needed.

4. Serve immediately over hot cooked noodles. Serves 4.



8 Copyright Maryland Sheep News, Summer 2017

 2017 MSWF Fleece 
Show & Sale report 

Each year the Fleece Show & Sale Committee 
engages in energetic discussions about how to 

improve things—we examine each piece of this 
impressive undertaking to consider what worked 

well, what could be tweaked for 
improvements, and what would be 
needed to make improvements. 

For years, whenever one bottleneck 
was addressed—whether in the fleece intake 
process, the judging process, the sales process or 
the return of unsold fleeces process—another 
would emerge elsewhere. 

This year, things went remarkably smoothly—
with the large add-on tent at the back of the 
building we were able to expand the fleece display 
and shopping area keep the sales line out of the 
way of shoppers. Things went virtually without a 
hitch, and our fabulous corps of volunteers were 
energized, positive, and proud of the work we all 
do to make it happen. 

Here are some highlights:

Eight-hundred sixty fleeces (totaling 4,598 
pounds) were consigned to the sale by 163 
producers from 14 states. 712 fleeces (3,591 
pounds) were sold to 338 buyers from 32 states 
plus Canada, and the United Kingdom. 

Overall, asking prices ranged from $3 to $110 
per pound, with an average of $16.32/
pound. The price range for fleeces that 

sold was also from $3/pound to $110/pound, but 
the average selling price was $15.33. See the table 
of prices by breed and breed cross to get an idea 
of what the market place looked like.

On average, coated fleeces sold for 83% more 
than uncoated fleeces ($22.77/pound vs. $12.05/
pound respectively).

The silent auction, held for special prize-winning 
fleeces, resulted in price increases that ranged 
from 41% to 167%. The Grand Champion 
Fleece sold for $500 (asking price was $187.50 
(whole fleece price); it was a white Cormo-cross 
fleece. 

With total sales of $53,058, the sale put $46,856 
into the pockets of producers. 

The proportion of this that went to MSBA 
members was $39,687. We’re enormously 
pleased that this is a market place that benefits 
our members as well as the many others who 
participate. (And then there are the happy buyers 
of these quality fleeces!). 

We are also pleased that the Fleece Show and Sale 
continues to help cover the costs of other valuable 
dimensions of the Festival.

A more detailed breakdown of Fleece Show and 
Sale entries and sales, as well as judging results 
for all classes can be found on the Festival 
website, www.sheepandwool.org.

 —Lee Langstaff

Below right: Harriet Boone, Judith MacKenzie, 
Zane Bone, and Brian Farris discuss characteristics 
of a winning  fleece. Below: Enthusiastic volunteers 
Carey Benadon and  Laurie Hynson check in fleeces 
on Friday, May 5.

Marketing
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Breed  Fleeces Lbs Ave Min Max SOLD Lbs Ave Min

Bl Face Leicester 29 112.5 $23.31 $8.00 $60.00 27 104.25 $23.85 $8.00

Bl Face Leicester X 39 218.75 $15.42 $7.00 $85.00 24 131.5 $15.56 $7.00

Black Welsh Mtn 2 5.25 $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 2 5.25 $15.00 $15.00

Border Leicester 82 347 $9.47 $3.00 $44.00 76 313.00 $8.90 $3.00

Border Leicester X 17 116 $12.57 $4.25 $40.00 15 103.00 $11.25 $4.25

California Red 4 16.25 $18.25 $18.00 $19.00 4 16.25 $18.25 $18.00

Cheviot  2 10 $8.00 $8.00 $8.00 2 10.00 $8.00 $8.00

Cheviot X  7 46.5 $7.07 $6.50 $8.00 6 39.25 $7.08 $6.50

Churro  8 30.5 $9.31 $7.50 $12.00 7 10.00 $9.57 $7.50

Clun Forest  8 31.75 $6.00 $6.00 $6.00 8 31.75 $6.00 $6.00

Columbia  1 9.75 $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 1 9.75 $15.00 $15.00

Columbia X  1 8 $7.00 $7.00 $7.00 1 8.00 $7.00 $7.00

Coopworth  1 10 $4.00 $4.00 $4.00 1 10.00 $4.00 $4.00

Cormo  22 149.25 $32.23 $20.00 $45.00 15 83.00 $31.07 $20.00

Cormo X  13 113.75 $17.63 $10.00 $28.00 9 68.00 $17.69 $10.00

Corriedale  26 159.75 $16.38 $5.00 $30.00 26 159.75 $16.38 $5.00

Corriedale X  19 122 $15.36 $7.00 $28.00 19 122.00 $15.36 $7.00

Cotswold  39 228 $13.92 $6.00 $32.00 37 217.00 $14.22 $6.00

Dorset  9 34.75 $13.08 $5.50 $16.00 7 26.25 $12.32 $5.50

Dorset X  7 28.5 $8.71 $5.00 $20.00 7 28.50 $8.71 $5.00

Finn  39 121.5 $43.87 $8.00 $110.00 24 67.25 $41.83 $8.00

Finn X  6 29 $7.00 $5.00 $8.00 5 25.00 $6.80 $5.00

Gotland  30 119.5 $38.17 $10.00 $60.00 23 82.75 $38.26 $10.00

Gotland X  3 15.25 $31.67 $25.00 $45.00 2 8.75 $35.00 $25.00

Hampshire  4 18.25 $6.50 $6.00 $7.00 4 18.25 $6.50 $6.00

Hog Island  4 13 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 4 13.00 $10.00 $10.00

Jacob  22 77 $14.50 $8.00 $25.00 19 67.75 $14.63 $8.00

Jacob X  2 11.75 $7.50 $5.00 $10.00 2 11.75 $7.50 $5.00

Karakul  12 34.75 $15.50 $12.00 $18.00 12 34.75 $15.50 $12.00

Leic Longwl  4 39.5 $8.75 $5.00 $15.00 4 39.50 $8.75 $5.00

Leic Longwool X 8 67 $9.38 $5.00 $16.00 5 39.75 $8.40 $5.00

Lincoln  26 149 $8.96 $7.00 $15.00 21 116.25 $8.62 $7.00

Lincoln X  11 56.75 $8.59 $7.00 $14.00 8 41.75 $8.94 $7.00

Merino  46 307 $14.63 $5.00 $55.00 25 161.00 $12.92 $5.00

Merino X  36 185.75 $22.47 $14.00 $40.00 21 107.00 $21.67 $14.00

Montadale  8 50.75 $7.63 $6.00 $10.00 8 50.75 $7.63 $6.00

Perendale  2 13.25 $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 1 5.75 $15.00 $15.00

Rambouillet  10 75.75 $13.05 $7.00 $30.00 6 39.75 $16.33 $7.00

RambouillletX 19 136 $12.39 $5.00 $35.00 19 136.00 $12.39 $5.00

Romanov  4 14 $8.75 $5.00 $10.00 4 14.00 $8.75 $5.00

Romeldale  21 102 $19.14 $6.00 $28.00 17 82.75 $18.59 $6.00

Romeldale X  17 93.5 $18.06 $12.00 $30.00 17 3.50 $18.06 $12.00

Romney  56 301.75 $11.51 $5.00 $15.00 52 270.00 $11.61 $5.00

Romney X  28 208.25 $13.36 $5.00 $26.00 26 189.00 $13.81 $5.00

Scottish Blackface 2 9 $8.00 $8.00 $8.00 2 9.00 $8.00 $8.00

Shetland  36 159.25 $19.76 $10.00 $45.00 22 93.25 $17.14 $10.00

Teeswater  3 11.75 $11.33 $9.00 $15.00 3 11.75 $11.33 $9.00

Teeswtr X  1 7 $20.00 $20.00 $20.00 1 7.00 $20.00 $20.00

Texel  6 34.25 $4.33 $3.00 $5.50 6 34.25 $4.33 $3.00

Summary of data by breed, 2017 MSWF Fleece Show & Sale  Marketing
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Texel X  10 48.75 $4.45 $3.00 $5.50 10 48.75 $4.45 $3.00

Tunis  19 104.75 $8.58 $5.00 $16.00 19 104.75 $8.58 $5.00

Tunis X  1 5.25 $16.00 $16.00 $16.00 1 5.25 $16.00 $16.00

Unspecified	 	 4	 29	 $10.88	 $5.00	 $17.50	 4	 29.00	 $10.88	 $5.00

Wensleydale  10 54 $10.20 $8.00 $15.00 10 54.00 $10.20 $8.00

Wensleydale X 14 96.25 $12.64 $8.00 $25.00 11 71.25 $11.64 $8.00

TOTAL  860 4,597.75 712 3,590.75

Summary of data by breed, 2017 MSWF Fleece Show & Sale, continued

Farmers’ markets have become increasingly 
popular as a place for consumers to buy locally 

produced products and for producers to make 
connections with those buyers. We at Milkhouse 
Brewery, at Stillpoint Farm, have for three years 
participated in farmers’ markets, our products 
being beer, wool, and yarn.

Here are some lessons and observations from our 
experiences; we hope you find them useful. 

We dove into farm markets on the 
recommendation of one of the local wineries 
that already was involved; their experience 
suggested to us that it would be a good way 
to enhance sales. At that point, our sales were 
primarily through our tasting room (the most 
profitable) and wholesale accounts (both stores 
and restaurants). 

We saw the market participation as a three- 
pronged approach to growing our direct-
marketing base: retail sales at the markets, 
increased exposure for the tasting room, and 
a means of connecting with more wholesale 
accounts. Additionally it provides us an 
opportunity to explain to customers how we 
integrate the sheep into our hop-growing 
program. Having the yarn and often raw fleece 
provides for a good opportunity to teach, and 
often customers drawn by the beer then become 
interested in yarn.

So we decided 
to hit a variety 
of markets once 
a month. Our 
geographical 
focus was on 
Montgomery, 
Frederick, 
and Howard 
counties, and 
Baltimore City. 
Some of this 
has panned out 
well; some not 

so much. Now we set up at 13 different markets 
once a month.

What is your focus?

Identify what your focus is. Is it strictly retail 
sales on site? Do you offer other ways for 
consumers to purchase your product? Are you 
trying to encourage them to come to your 
farm? Different markets meet these goals very 
differently. For example, some markets attract 
many customers who do not own a car, so they 
are not a good source of tasting room customers.

Costs

Know your bottom line. How much do you need 
to sell in order to make it worthwhile? Are you 
paying staff? Include mileage costs and taxes if 
applicable. Market fees vary considerably—some 
are flat fees others are percentage-based. Ours 
generally run from $15 to $40 per market. 

Will you need to pay extra licensing fees? 
Insurance costs? If just getting started, you will 
need to account for capital costs—tables, signage, 
tents (be sure it is approved with the county’s 
fire marshall), tent weights (generally 25-pound 
minimum per tent leg required by county code), 
and a payment system. You absolutely want to be 
able to take credit cards.

Permitting and licensing

Be sure to check the requirements for this. Health 
department regulations vary from county to 
county, and depend on what you are selling. 
Markets will also require a liability waiver, 
specific to them from your insurance company. 
Many markets are set up for you to download 
copies to them; but be sure to stay on top of 
keeping them current.

Be sure to read the requirements and regulations 
for each market—they vary considerably. (One 
market we applied to spent a half day debating 
whether wool yarn was a farm product!) And 
don’t be surprised if farmers’ market staff require 
a farm visit. Market managers enjoy farm visits—
but they also must ensure that your products are 
really produced on your farm.

Farmers' 
markets: Are 

they right 
for you?

Marketing 

Brad Humbert staffs the 
booth at the Tacoma Park 
market. [Images by Susan 

Hebble.

Carol McConaughy

Stillpoint Farm and 
Milkhouse Brewery
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Yarns on display.

Location and demographics

This is huge. We have found that we do best in 
large urban areas (Takoma Park, Silver Spring, 
downtown Baltimore), where residents have 
limited access to local products and have more 
money to spend. Consider also the transportation 
customers will be using; if they walk to the 
market or use buses or trains, they are less apt to 
buy large, bulky items. 

We have also run into surprises—encouraging 
folks to come to the tasting room at the Silver 
Spring market was a complete flop – most do not 
have cars! We have also made it a point to avoid 
competing with our wholesale store customers 
both with location and price point. 

We’ve ceased participating in most of the more 
local markets: They are not big enough or are 
close enough that consumers can and will come 
to the tasting room.  

Market organization

Spend a bit of time analyzing the individual 
market. Each one is structured, organized, and 
run differently. Some are part of a much bigger 
organization, usually a nonprofit with a board of 
directors, its own fundraising efforts, outreach 
projects, etc. Fresh Farms is a local example of 
this. Not only do they organize several top-notch 
markets, but they have support programs for 
farmers, contribute to many food banks, and have 
a huge promotional presence.  

Some are run as part of a government program 
(e.g., Howard County, the City of Rockville, 
or a town manager). Others are run by a group 
of (usually) very dedicated and passionate 
volunteers. The latter structure can be good or 
bad for the vendor, depending on how long the 
volunteer staff have been in place and how well 
they function as a unit. Some of our best markets 
fit this category—they have had the same 
leadership for years. We have seen others dissolve 
in contentious disarray.

Mechanics

Several markets use an online system for 
reporting sales, filing documents, and making 
payments; a common one is “Manage My 
Market.” It has the advantage of providing ready 
payment options for fees, on-line applications, 
places to download required documents, 
and provision of receipts. But you do have to 
remember to get online and do it!

Market hours vary considerably. Some start 
at 7:30 a.m.; others awaken at 10 a.m. There 
are also several mid-week markets available. 
Most run regular season markets, May through 
November. A few have winter markets as 

well. The Maryland State 
Department of Agriculture 
puts out a list of markets 
that are registered with the 
state. The list includes dates, 
hours, and contacts. (It may 
also make a difference for 
your insurance if a market is 
registered.) 

Some markets will allow 
“pop-ups” (a trial visit) where 
you can come and participate 
as a trial or on a once a 
month basis. Fees for this 
are generally prorated and 
may run $25 to $40. This 
might be a consideration if 
you want to try a location 
out before committing. We did one new one this 
year that we had high hopes for that totally did 
not work out. But once you commit to a market 
it is important that you fulfill that commitment. 
A market’s reputation rests on having reliable 
vendors.

Market focus

Not all markets are the same. Some are solely 
food-oriented. Others allow or encourage natural 
products such as soaps. Some promote themselves 
as farm and artist markets. We have seen an 
increasing trend at some markets offering ‘ready 
to eat’ foods. Some of these markets have reported 
increased attendance with that new focus, but we 
have found depressed sales. At these markets there 
are people out with the family and the dog for a 
stroll to get brunch—but they aren’t apt to buy 
anything else. This has also been an observation 
in more tourist-oriented areas.

Promotion

Check the website of the market. There is a huge 
difference in how much on-line promotion each 
does, both of the market and of their individual 
vendors. Ideally, they keep things up to date and 
list vendors with links to contact them.

Our farm market participation has helped us 
to refine our marketing goals both through 
analyzing our data and through the conversations 
it allows us to have with customers. We are in 
the process of refining the markets we hope to 
continue with next year and are looking at which 
sale venue has the greatest profit margin.

The Maryland Farmers' Market Directory is 
available at: http://mda.maryland.gov/maryland_
products/Documents/2017_2018_MDA_
Farmers_Market_Directory.pdf.

Marketing 
Calendar

Sept. 22
Shenandoah Valley 
Fiber Festival Fleece 
Sale check-in. Festival 
is Sept. 23-24. 
Berryville, VA. https://
www.shenandoah 
valleyfiberfestival.com/ 
fleece-sale/.  

Oct. 7-8
Fall Fiber Festival & 
Montpelier Sheepdog 
Trials. Montpelier 
Station, VA. www.
fallfiber festival.org
 

Oct. 21-22 
New York Sheep 
& Wool Festival, 
Rhinebeck. www.
sheepandwool.com
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Healthy 
soils  

legislation 
signed 

Tom Wagner, a trusted friend and butcher for 
Maryland animal agriculture, has decided 

to hang up his scabbard and knives.  Mt Airy 
Locker is now owned and managed by his 
nephew, Micky Wagner.

A  friend of the 
small farmer 
and mentor 
to the young 

4-H'er alike, Tom always has an encouraging word 
to share when our animals are brought to him.  
Like our favorite baseball player Cal Ripken, Tom 
showed up every day with a smile and kind word, 
and put his all into his work.  He took the care and 
attention to cut and trim meat cuts with the same 
care that the animals he processed were raised. 
Thank you, Tom!     —Caroline Hussman

Maryland News

Fund set up for Hain after barn fire
The barn on the farm where MSBA board member Ros Hain keeps her 
sheep was lost in a fire August 5. Her flock of sheep was unharmed, 

but hay, feed, and equipment was 
lost. A GoFundMe account (https://
www.gofundme.com/monroe-
ave-barn-fire) has been set up to 
help with expenses of repairing 
the water hydrant and providing 
storage space  and shelter. " I 
have recieved many wonderful 
offers of help from everyone in the 
community," Ros says.

Farmers Cooperative Association in 
Frederick will accept donations to 
Ros's account so that she can get 
feed, buckets, feeders, etc., there.

Mt. Airy Meats' 
Wagner retires

Gov. Larry Hogan recently signed legislation 
establishing the new Maryland Healthy 

Soils Program. House Bill 1063, sponsored by 
Del. Dana Stein (D-Baltimore County), directs 
the Maryland Department of Agriculture 
to provide farmers with research, education, 
technical assistance, and—subject to available 
funding—financial assistance to improve soil 
health on Maryland farms. Studies show that 
healthy soil practices capture carbon and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, while also providing 
numerous benefits to farmers, such as generating 
crops with greater yields and that are more 
drought resistant. 

The Senate passed the bill passed unanimously, 
and it received a 137-1 vote in the House of 
Delegates. It is one of the first such state-sponsored 
programs in the United States. One of the 
program’s purposes is to increase biological activity 
and carbon sequestration by promoting practices 
based on emerging soil science that include 
planting mixed cover crops, adopting no till or 
low till farming and carefully managed rotational 
grazing. The bill goes into effect on October 1. 

“This new law—which is literally ground-
breaking—will help the state reduce greenhouse 
gases 40 percent by 2030, a goal set by the state 
legislature and signed by Gov. Larry Hogan last 
year,” said Del. Stein. “Healthy soil can better 
absorb rainfall, lessen drought damage, reduce 

flooding and erosion, limit nutrient runoff and 
greatly reduce the impacts of climate change.” 

A diverse group of stakeholders worked on the 
legislation, including environmental and climate 
change advocates, the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture and the Maryland Farm Bureau. 

“Healthy soils are important for growing crops 
and increasing yields and profitability for 
farmers,” said Colby Ferguson of the Maryland 
Farm Bureau. “The Maryland Healthy Soil 
Program will give more support to farmers to 
explore and adapt to lucrative new techniques, 
while also helping farmers to manage nutrient 
loads on their fields.”

“This legislation represents the shared values of 
both farmers and environmentalists, and shows 
what can happen when we work together toward 
a common goal,” said Betsy Nicholas, executive 
director of Waterkeepers Chesapeake and founder 
of the Fair Farms campaign.

“We all want to restore our waterways, and 
encouraging these types of soil practices will 
improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay and 
our rivers and streams in many ways.”

Groups advocating for the new law included: Alice 
Ferguson Foundation, Biodiversity for a Livable 
Climate, Center for Food Safety, Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation, Fair Farms, Future Harvest CASA, 
Maryland Farm Bureau, Maryland Department of 
Agriculture, Maryland Grain Producers, Maryland 
Pesticide Education Network, Organic Consumers 
Association, and Regeneration International.

From http://fairfarmsnow.org/press-release-gov-sign-
healthy-soils-legislation.
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News

[continued from page 1] 

Club Lamb Jackpot

Grand Champion: Hayden Demniak, 
Carmichaels, PA

Reserve Champion: Ella Warns, Keezletown, VA

Sheep-to-Shawl

Champion Team: Friends thru Fiber, 
Waynesboro, PA; Michelle Lushbaugh, Captain

Special Maryland Awards

Supreme Maryland Fleece, Sheep Show: Lee 
Langstaff, Comus, MD (Natural Colored Long)

Pat Brown Award for Best Maryland Fleece, 
Fleece Show: Lizzy Miller, Keymar, MD 
(Rambouillet)

Best Skein of Maryland Wool, Skein & Garment 
Competition: Erin Hyde, Jamestown, RI, using 
wool from Feederbrook Farm, Freeland, MD

Best Article of Maryland Wool, Skein & 
Garment Competition: Erin Hyde, Jamestown, 
RI, using wool from Feederbrook Farm, Freeland, 
MD

Best Blanket Made of Maryland Wool, Mamie 
Francis Blanket Competition: Caroline Foty, 
Baltimore, MD

Lot Consignor Buyer Price

Romney fall ewe lamb Little Hooves Megan Higgins, CT $550

Romney spring ewe lamb Little Hooves Weston Pettit, OH $550

Romney yearling ram L & S Farms Little Hooves, NJ $300

Romney fall ram lamb Little Hooves Michael Blair, OH $600

NC Romney yearling ewe L & S Farms Pamela Dudrow, MD $300

NC Romney yearling ewe L & S Farms Pamela Dudrow, MD $300

NC Romney spring ewe lamb Smiling Sheep Farm Courtney Lyman, MA $675

NC Romney spring ewe lamb Little Hooves Weston Pettit, OH $675

Border Leicester yearling ewe Maybe Tomorrow Farm Jo Ann Ketterer, PA $500

Border Leicester yearling ewe Siegmund Family Farm Marcia Haggle, MD $475

Lincoln yearling ewe Locust Grove J&D Piccola Fattoria, MD $1,350

Lincoln yearling ewe Chaotic Farm Barbara L. Mullens, MD $600

Lincoln spring ewe lamb Liberty Farms Annabelle Kruse, IL $1,250

NC Lincoln yearling ram Liberty Farms Don Moore, MD $450

NC Lincoln yearling ram Locust Grove Michelle Claflin, VT $425

NC Lincoln yearling ewe Liberty Farms Don Moore, MD $500

NC Lincoln yearling ewe Liberty Farms Don Moore, MD $600

NC Lincoln fall ewe lamb Liberty Farms Thomas/Ashlen Foster, MN $1,200

Merino yearling ewe Schroeder Family Farms Joyce Coggins, NC $400

NC Medium yearling ewe ALAM Livestock Joyce Coggins, NC $325

Karakul ram lamb Pine Lane Farm Oak Creek Farm, VA $575

Karakul yearling ewe Pine Lane Farm Susan Elkin, WV $325

Karakul spring ewe lamb Pine Lane Farm Ramona Butt, PA $300

4th Annual MS&WF All Breeds Sale results

Best of Maryland Lamb, Club Lamb Jackpot: 
Noah Geiman, Westminster, MD

Best Maryland Entry, Sheep Photo Contest: 
Adrianne Hills, Pikesville, MD

Best Junior Maryland Entry, Sheep Photo 
Contest: Paige Bynaker

Best Maryland Entry, Fine Arts Competition: 
Melanie Heacock, Towson, MD

Best Junior Maryland Entry, Fine Arts 
Competition: Emma Foty, Baltimore, MD

Best Maryland Entry, Sheep Poster Contest: Elise 
Grigsby, Dayton, MD

Complete festival results are posted at http://
sheepandwool.org/2017-festival/results/.

Skillathon winners

Sixty youth competed 
in the Sheep & Goat 
Skillathon at the Festival. 
Here are the top placings.

Juniors (ages 8-10).

1st, Matthew Simpson, 
WV

2nd, Eddyn Molden, 
Frederick County, VA, 

3rd, Brooke Crandell, PA 

1st Junior Team, 
Frederick County, VA,

2nd, Howard County, MD

3rd, Montgomery County, 
MD

Intermediate (ages 11-
13)

1st, Lizzy Miller, 
Montgomery County, MD

2nd, Ana Clemmer, 
Howard County, MD

3rd, Jordan Kelly, 
Frederick County, VA 

1st Intermediate Team, 
Frederick County, VA

2nd, Frederick County, 
MD

Senior (ages 14-19)

1st, Brietta Latham, 
Howard County, MD

2nd, Hayley Tanner, 
Charles County, MD

3rd, Taylar Burch, 
Charles County, MD

1st Senior Team, Howard 
County, MD

2nd, Frederick County, 
VA

3rd, Frederick County, 
MD
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The Maryland Sheep & Wool 
Festival lost two longtime 

colleagues earlier this year: sheepdog 
demonstrators Nathan Mooney and 
Mark Soper. In the early 1990s, 
Nathan began presenting the sheepdog 
demonstrations at the 
festival. Mark joined 
Nathan in 1995, and 
together they shared 
the beauty and skill of 
their dogs with thousands of festival 
visitors.

Nathan, of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
died in February at age 69. He was 
an avid outdoorsman, participating 
in the rodeo circuit as a calf roper for 
18 years and was a member of the 
Cutting Horse Association. Later in 
life, Nathan raised, competed in, and 
judged border collie trials. He was a 

Nathan Mooney 
& Mark Soper

member and past president of the U.S. Border 
Collie Handlers Association. Nathan is survived 
by his wife Esther, two daughters and their 
husbands, and two granddaughters. 

Mark, 74, died on June 9 after a long illness. He 
had border collies most of his life, and began 
training his dogs to work sheep in 1990. With 
the dogs’ assistance, Mark managed a large flock 
of Katahdin sheep on his farm near Woodbine, 
Maryland. Mark also was a successful competitor 
in sheepdog trials, and he and his dogs have been 
hired to “set sheep” at trials throughout the area. 
When not working with his dogs and sheep, Mark 
was a farrier and horseman, competing in cutting 
horse competitions. Mark is survived by his wife, 
Dale, two stepsons, and five grandchildren. 

Starting in 2008, Mark and Nancy Starkey 
(who has been the announcer for the demos 

since the early 1990s) have 
worked together to present 
the festival sheepdog demos. 
Mark and Nancy often 
partnered to provide sheepdog 

demos at other festivals and events, as well. 
Mark truly enjoyed performing in the sheepdog 
demonstrations and chatting with his "fans" 
afterward.

In addition to their families, both Nathan and 
Mark had a multitude of friends, all of whom 
will miss them greatly. I'm hoping that Nathan 
and Mark are now together again, sharing stories 
about horses, sheep dogs, and the Festival demos.

—Nancy Starkey

In Remembrance
Image courtesy Sue Sinton Smith

Above, Nancy Cox 
Starkey with Nathan 
Mooney at a sheepdog 
trial. At ritght, Mark 

Soper at a Festival 
sheepdog demonstration.
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Membership Kris Thorne 1130 Martin Drive
Westminster, MD  21157

410-848-6971 msbamembershipchair@gmail.
com

Sheep & Wool Festival Gwen Handler 935 Bloom Road
Westminster, MD 21157

410-857-4387 gwenhandler@gmail.com

Make It With Wool Judy Williamson 6924 Girl Scout Road
Boonsboro, MD 21713

301-432-0281 judy10503@aol.com

Maryland Shearing School Aaron Geiman 429 Hook Road
Westminster, MD 21157

adgeiman75@gmail.com

2017 Directors Sarah Dixon 10188 Matthews Bridge Rd.
Waynesboro, PA 17432

301-529-7079 medicdixon@hotmail.com

Rosalind Hain 201 Monroe Ave.
Frederick, MD 21703

301-788-8271 rlh2@hotmail.com

Emily Chamelin Hickman 3230 Eckard Road
Westminster, MD 21157

443-244-2702 aeriedairy@yahoo.com

Tom Mullinix 1120 Clear View Rd. Union 
Bridge, MD 21791-9618

410-857-4387 shepherd1952@aol.com

2018 Directors Carolann McConaughy 8253 Dollyhyde Road
Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-6950 stillpointfarmsheep@gmail.com

Patricia Sanville 4637 Cap Stine Road
Frederick, MD 21703

240-357-1437 patriciasanville@gmail.com

Karren Sowell 10634 Old Frederick Road
Thurmont, MD 21788

301-898-7796 akksowell@comcast.net

Allison Seyfert 816 Ontario St. Apt. C
Havre de Grace, MD 20178

410-804-0492 mistyrosefarm@rocketmail.
com

2019 Directors Larry Fisher 935 Bloom Road
Westminster, MD  21157

410-857-4387 llfisher@verizon.net

Laurie Hynson 744 Berrymans Lane
Reisterstown, MD 21136

410-833-7302 chickenmama61@yahoo.com

Andrew Keller 28301 Clarksburg Road
Damascus, MD 20872

410-676-6287 vistaviewfarms@gmail.com

Anne Schroeder 16760 Whites Store Road
Boyds, MD 29841

301-755-8400 info@stargazingfarm.com

Maryland Sheep News 
Editor

Martha Polkey 14605 Chapel Lane
Leesburg, VA 20176

703-727-5604 sheep@budiansky.com

Website Coordinator Kris Thorne 1130 Martin Drive
Westminster, MD  21157

410-848-6971 msbamembershipchair@gmail.
com

Maryland Sheep Breeders Association, Inc.
Officers & Directors

Executive Committee

Ex Officio

Board Members
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www.

Maryland Sheep Breeders Association
1126 Slingluff Road
New Windsor, MD 21776

Maryland Sheep Breeders Association:
marylandsheepbreeders.org

Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival:
sheepandwool.org

Join the 

Maryland Sheep Breeders Association
...and become part of an active organization that sponsors the Mary-
land Sheep & Wool Festival (the premier event of its kind in the 
nation), the Maryland Wool Pool, Sheep Shearing School, various 
youth activities, and a variety of educational functions. 

Here are sponsored events and activities for 2017:
• April 14-15: Beginning Shearing School
• May 6-7: MD Sheep & Wool Festival
• October 13: Annual Meeting & Dinner, Dutch’s Daughter 
Restaurant, Frederick.

As a member you will: 
• join an active and friendly community of shepherds.
• receive the quarterly Maryland Sheep News and keep up on events, 
get educational articles, and have a local place to advertise. 
• pay a reduced commission on all fleeces sold at the Maryland 
Sheep & Wool Festival Fleece Show & Sale.
• be mailed a free copy of the Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival 
catalog.

Annual membership/subscription fee: $25. The membership year 
runs from October through September. Dues for membership re-
ceived prior to June 1, 2017, will be accepted as paid through Sep-
tember 30, 2017. Dues received on or after June 1 will be accepted 
as paid through September 30, 2018.

Membership application
Maryland Sheep Breeders Association

Name:

Farm Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Email:

  Please include me in the MSBA Breeders Directory.

Web URL: 

Breed(s):             No. Ewes:

What do you offer?

  Breeding stock   4-H club lambs

  Lamb for the freezer   Ram leasing

  Fleeces    Roving

  Yarn     Blankets

  Crafts    Finished products & wearables

  Shearing services   Other (attach details)

Send form and $25 check made payable to MSBA to Kris Thorne, 
Membership Chair, 1130 Martin Drive, Westminster, MD 21157

The Maryland Sheep Breeders 
Association Board of Directors 
meets every other month. Meetings 
are open to members. For minutes 
of meetings and meeting dates and 
times, contact the MSBA Secretary, 
Peter Austin, jha111@verizon.net.

like us!


